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Some Glories of 
the Glorious Gospel 


By MISSIONARY NORMAN LEWIS 
Pampa 2975, Buenos Aires, Argentina 


Let us begin with the statement of the Apostle Paul, 
“But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: In 
whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them 
which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of 
Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them” 
(If Cor. 4:3, 4). My unsaved friend, if the gospel does not 
make sense to you, it is because you have been fooled. The 
Devil has deceived you. He has dropped a curtain of fog 
between your mind and the “glorious gospel of Christ” to 
keep its light from you, to keep you in the dark. I pity you, 
unsaved friend. Why not ask the Lord to help you see? 


Writing to Timothy, Paul 
speaks again of the “glorious gos- 
pel of the blessed God, which was 
committed to my trust. And I 
thank Christ Jesus our Lord,” he 
continues, “who hath enabled me, 
for that he counted me faithful, 


and a persecutor, and injurious; 
but I obtained mercy, because I 
did it ignorantly in unbelief. And 
the grace of our. Lord was ex- 
ceeding abundant with faith and 
love which is in Christ Jesus. 


putting me inte the ministry; wo of wa aoe ea 

Who was before a blasphemer,| WOTTY OF a acceptation, tha 
= fits So . Christ Jesus came into the 

_ 9+ — ogg | world to save sinners; of whom 

ee 2 Se “~ | I am chief” (I Tim. 1:11-15). 

‘ ~ I am sure Paul got thrilled 


ae ¢ 


whenever he thought about how 
God had saved him. The gospel 
| ee Ea tie was so big and wonderful to Paul 
ee be ag ss | he seemed to struggle to find 
a . . words to tell out what he felt. 
Paul’s writings are full of ex- 
pressions like, “‘the glory of that 
light,” “the glory of the uncor- 
ruptible God,” “glory to God,” 
“the glory which shall be reveal- 
pea, “the riches of his glory,” 
“slory for ever and ever,” “the 
Lord of glory,” “eternal weight of 
glory,” “the glory of his grace,” 


oes 


“the praise of his glory,” “the 
glory of his inheritance,’ “the 
riches of his glory.” And again, 


“glorious liberty,” “glorious gos- 
pel,” “glorious body,” “glorious 
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The Devils Boomerangs 


By EVANGELIST BILLY SUNDAY 


(Excerpts from a sermon to men; preached in Omaha, Neb., in 1915) 


“Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and let 
thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and 
walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of 
thine eyes; but know thou, that for all these things 
God will -bring thee into judgment.”—Eccles. 11:9. 


also reap.”—Gal. 6:7. 


You can always get the truth 
out of the Bible. Of course you 
can always find truth elsewhere, 
but never from So clear a source. 
Nothing was ever printed more 
true than, “. . whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap.” 

God will not coerce and at- 
tempt to force any man to be a 
Christian. When he dies, how- 
ever, he will be judged for his 


sins. He must face the day of 
judgment. 
Do as you please—lie, steal, 


booze-fight, prostitute—God won’t 
stop you. Do as you please until 
the undertaker comes and puts 
you in a coffin, and then the Lord 
will have His say. Lives of 
pleasure shall have an end; the 
wicked shall not live half their 
days. 

Answers Four Questions ° 


If I sat in the pew and you were 
up here preaching, there are four 
questions I would ask that you 
answer satisfactorily before you 
could win me. 

First: Are you kindly disposed 
to me? 

Second: Do you want to help 
me? 

Third: Do you know what you 
are talking about? 

Fourth: Do you practice what 
you preach? 

No man can say I am not kindly 
disposed to him. I do want to 
help every man and woman. I 
have read and studied, and every- 


~The Tragedy of 


By EVANGELIST JACK MacARTHUR, D.D. 
1495 Colorado Blvd., Los Angeles 41, Calif. 


(Sermon preached July 22, 1947, at Sword of the Lord Conference on 
Evangelism, Winona Lake, Indiana. Mechanically Recorded 
for THE SWORD OF THE LORD) 


“And Jesus answered and spake unto them again by 
parables, and said, The Kingdom of heaven is like unto a cer- 
tain king, which made a marriage for his son, And sent forth 
his servants to call them that were bidden to the wedding: 
and they would not come. Again, he sent forth other serv- 
ants, saying, Tell them which are bidden, Behold, I have pre- 
pared my dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all 
things are ready: come unto the marriage. But they made 
light of it, and went their ways, one to his farm, another to 
his merchandise: And the remnant took his servants, and 
entreated them spitefully, and slew them. But when the 
king heard thereof, he was wroth: and he sent forth his 
armies, and destroyed those murderers, and burned up their 
city. Then saith he to his servants, The wedding is ready, 
but they which were bidden were not worthy. Go ye there- 
fore into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid 
to the marriage. Se those servants went out into the high- 
ways, and gathered together all as many as they found, both 
bad and good: and the wedding was furnished with guests. 
And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a 
man which had not on a wedding garment: And he saith unto 
him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wed- 
ding garment? And he was speechless, Then said the king 
to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, 
and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. For many are called, but few are chosen.” 
—Matt. 22:1-14. 

We ought to remember that 
salvation is not a matter of being 
good or bad. Salvation is a mat- 
ter of life and death. It is a 
matter of receiving Jesus Christ 
as your Lord and your Saviour. 


The moral man needs the Lord 
Jesus Christ as much or more 


than the man who knows he is a 
sinner. No man can be saved 
until he admits he is a sinner in 
need of a Saviour, 


The parables of the Lord Jesus 


were very graphic. They were 
always plainly understood, I be- 


Trifling 


lieve, by those who listened, be- 
cause Jesus always used things 
with which the people were fa- 
miliar. I believe that we have 
here really two lessons in the 
same parable. There is’ the 
first lesson, and then there 
seems to be a second lesson be- 
ginning with verse 11. That sec- 
ond lesson uses thé same setting 
as the first. I do not believe that 
the Phariseés could misunder- 
stand for a moment what Jesus 
was talking about. 


Very briefly: the king’s son was 
the Lord Jesus Christ. I don't 
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Dr. Jack MacArthur 


whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he 


thing I preach comes from the 
Bible. What I say this afternoon 
is based on indisputable facts. 


I have no ambition except to 
alleviate the misery and suffering 
that comes through sin. I will not 
pump you full of hot air, and what 
I preach, I will practice. If I did 
not practice what I preach, I would 
leave this platform and never 
try to speak to an audience again. 

Sin Is Deceitful - 


If sin were not so deceitful it 
would not be so attractive. 


The Devil does not let a man 
stop to think what he is doing, that 
in every added indulgence in a 
drink he grows weaker. 


Some people think that to be 
a Christian means to be a weak- 
ling sort of a sissified individual. 
When I played baseball and was 
Serving the Devil, I circled the 
bases in fourteen seconds from 
a standing point, and I believe 
I can do it now. No man ‘has ever 
beaten that. Hans Lobert and 
some of the rest may have 
equalled it, but none has ever 
beaten it. I used. to be handy 
with my dukes, too, before I be- 
came a Christian, and I can go 
so fast now for five rounds you 
can’t see me for dust! 


When I was with the Chicago 
Y.M.C.A., I did the saloon route 
for a time, handing out invita- 
tions to men’s meetings in Farwell 
Hall. One day I met a young 
man I had known in Iowa. He 
was half drunk, and a broken- 
down, drunken bum came along. 
I told my friend that if he per- 
sisted in drinking he would be- 
come as the bum. He laughed and 
said he would never be a drunk- 
ard. One year later he was down 


) 


Billy Sunday 


and out, his job gone and his 
home wrecked. 

None Meant to Be Drunkards 

No man ever started out with 
the intention of becoming a 
drunkard. Line up all he drunk- 
ards on earth and ask them and 
they will all tell you they never 
intendeq to be drunkards. They 
all started as moderate drinkers. 

Christianity 1s capital and capi- 
tal is character. Your character 
is what you do business with, and 
there is a big difference between 
character and reputation. Reputa- 
tion is what people think about 
you, and character is what God, 
your wife and the angels know 
about you. 

For a man to preach and prac- 
tice the gospel of Jesus Christ 
makes him trustworthy. There 
was a time when people wouldn’t 
trust me to hold a yellow dog 
fifteen minutes. 


Many men live only for money. 
They care nothing else, but I be- 
lieve they are in the minority. 
You cannot measure a man’s suc- 
cess by the rattle of the cash 
register. All some men have is 
money. Subtract $50,000, booze 
and women from some men and 

(Continued on Page 5) 


WATCH YOUR 


HEART! 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE, Editor 


“Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life 
—Prov. 4:23 


The Bible gives great promi- 
nence to that seat of the human 
affections and will, the heart. 
Many, many warnings are given 
in the Bible about our hearts. 
Proverbs 4:23 commands us, “Keep 
thy heart with all diligence; for 
out of it are the issues of life.” 


Men do not put so much stress 
on the heart. They make much of 
morals) manners and habits and 
make much of keeping rules and 
laws, but they say little about the 
heart, The reason for this, doubt- 
less, is that men cannot see the 
heart. That is the difference in 
man and God. First Samuel 16:7 
says, “For the Lord seeth not as 
man seeth; for man looketh on the 
outward appearance, but the Lord 
looketh on the heart.” 

Man looks on the outside; God 
looks on the heart. That is the 
difference in man’s law and God’s 
law, in man’s judgment and God’s 
judgment. 

When King Solomon spread out 
his hands before God in the newly- 
built temple, he asked God to hear 


every man’s prayer according to 
his heart, “according unto all his 
ways, whose heart thou knowest; 
(FOR THOU ONLY KNOWEST 
THE HEARTS OF THE CHIL- 
DREN OF MEN).” 


Reader, be sure to keep your 
heart with all diligence, for out of 
it come issues of life. God Him- 
self sees the heart. 

Not only do outsiders fail to un- 
derstand the hearts of men, but a 
man does not see his own wicked- 
ness. The man who professes and 
honestly thinks that he is a very 
good man, is fooling himself and 
has hidden away in the depths of 
his heart vileness and wickedness 
of which he never dreamed. Jere- 
miah 17:9 tells us that “the heart 
is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked: who can know 
it?” Every man ought to know 
ahead of time that his heart needs 
watching. It is bad when a man 
has friends whom he fears will be- 
tray him. It is especially sad when 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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Some Glories of the 
Glorious Gospel 


(Continued from Page 1) 


power,” “glorious appearing, ’ 
“giorious church.” 
“Some” Glories 


That is why I have called this 
mesage. “Some Glories of ® the 
Glorious Gospel.” The list is end- 
less. The theme is eternal. Chris- 
tians will be shouting those glor- 
jes all over Heaven forever and 
ever. 

I say “some” glories because 


they are like the stars in the sky, 
or the sands by the seashore for 


multitude. We are not big 
enough for the subject. We will 
take some crumbs but leave 


loaves untouched. We will take 
kernels, but leave cornfields. We 
will examine droplets, but leave 
oceans unexplored when we talk 
of the glories of the glorious gos- 
pel of Christ. | 


Paul spoke to Timothy about 
the glorious gospel and then tes 
tified how marvelously God had 
saved him, That is where the 
glory of the gospel starts for any 
man. To me it is simply wonder- 
ful that thirteen years ago God 
saved me. I was a pre-medic 
student in the University of Ne- 
braska. Jesus Christ stooped 
down from Heaven and revealed 
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Himself to me, and I claimed Him 
as my personal Saviour and Lord. 
And that ruined me for anything 
in life except for the joy of serv- 
ing Christ and telling others oi 
Him. I ask you to consider 


I. A Glorious Person 

John wrote of Jesus, “And the 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us, (and we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only be- 
gotten of the Father,) full of 
grace and truth” (John 1:14). 
And in the next chapter of John 
where Jesus turned water into 
wine, the Bible says, “This be- 
ginning of miracles did Jesus in 
Cana of Galilee, and manifested 
forth his glory; and his disciples 
believed on him” (John 2:11). 


What a glorious Person! I like 
to think about His story. In a 
sense all history that matters 


is His-story. Jesus Christ never 
had a beginning. He always has 
been. He is co-equal and co-eter- 
nal with the Father. He was 
loved by the Father before the 
“foundation of the world” (John 
17:24). He lived in glory with 


‘God the Father before the world 


was (John 17:5). That blessed 
fellowship between Father and 
Son was a fact long before the 
morning stars sang together. 


He Came Down 


Later, when stars and planets 
had been spoken into being, and 
the mudcells of the earth laid, 
God created man and placed him 
in Eden. It was not long before 
man disobeyed and made an awful 
mess of God's plan. Through 
generations and centuries man 
struggled on trying to patch 
things up, and work his way back 
into God's presence. But al] in 
vain. God watched man wallow- 
ing in futility and finaly said, 
“Enough.” “And when the ful- 


ness of the time was come, God 
sent forth his Son... 


. to redeem 
them” (Gal. 4:4, 5). And that glor- 
ious Person. left Heaven's highest 
throne and stepped down to this 
world, down to Bethlehem, down 
to Gethsemane, down to Calvary. 
Is He not wonderful? 

Think of His.sacrifice. The very 
men He was dying to save did 
not understand the reason for His 
death. “None of the princes of 
this world knew: for had they 
known it, they would not have 
crucified the Lord of glory” (1 
Cor. 2:8). My friend, will you 
Stop just now and take a long 
look at that glorious Person on 
the cross? He is dying for you, 
dying to offer you eternal life. 

I saw One hanging on a tree, 

In agony and blood; 

Who fixed His languid eyes 

on me 

As near the cross I stood. 


Sure, never till 
breath, 

Can I forget that look. 

It seemed to charge me wit 
His death, 

Tho’ not a word He spoke. 


my latest 


My conscience felt and owned 
the guilt 

And plunged me in despair. 

I knew my sins had shed His 
blood 

And helped to nail Him there. 


Alas! I knew not what I did,— 

But now my tears are vain; 

Where shall my trembling 
soul be hid, 

For I the Lord have slain. 


A second look He gave, that 

said, 

‘I freely all forgive: 

This blood is for Thy ransom 

paid: 

I die that Thou mayst live.’ 

II. A Glorious Power 

Paul prayed for the Colossian 
Christians, “That ye might walk 
worthy of the -Lord...Strength- 
ened with all might, according to 
his glorious power” (Col. 1:10, 
11). Paul is talking about a 
power that gets inside a lost sin- 
ner, changes him into a child of 
God, and enables him to live like 
a child of God ought to. 

It is an actual experience of 
David's Song of Joy that has 
reached us across the ages, “I 
waited patiently for the Lord; and 


my cry. He brougut me up also 
out of an horrible pit, out of the 


miry clay, and set my feet upon / 


a rock, and established my gv- 
ings. And he hath put a new soig 
in my mouth, even praise un.o 
our God” (Psa. 40:1-3).° It is 
glorious power that saves a mai. 
like that! 

Christ saves you so you kno. 
it! Some people say, “No, that 
is presumpt.on. Wwe WiUSe sve us 
twilight and uncertainty until w~. 
reach the judgment bar of Go. 
and hear His’ verdict.” © Lisce: 
friend, I have something beicei 
than that. Paul reckoned him- 
self the chief of sinners. Yet 
Paul said, “I know whom I have 
believed, and am persuaded thai 
he is able to keep.” Peter said, 
“Ye know that ye were not re- 
deemed with corruptible things.. 
but with the precious blood of 
Christ.”” The Apostle John said, 
“We know that we have passed 
from death unto life.” Do you 
see it, friend? If Paul said, “l 
know,” and Peter said “ye know,” 
and John said ‘“we know,” i 
reckon that God wants me to 
know, too, because God is no re- 
specter of persons. 


Christ sets your feet on a rock. 
You can stand steady if you 
stand on solid footing. I remem- 
ber Dr. Ironside’s story of the 
ship wrecked on a rocky coast of 
England. All hands perished but 
one Irish lad who was hurled by 
the waves upon the jagged slopes 
of a towering ledge, where he hung 
on for his very life. Next morning 
watchers on the beach spied him, 
and a boat was sent out. After 
being revived a bit he was asked, 
“But didn’t you tremble out there 
on the rock in all that storm?” 
He answered right back in his 
bright Irish way, “Trimble, sure 
and I trembled, but ye know the 
rock niver trimbled wanct all 
night.” Christ is the rock on 
which your feet stand. 

Saved to “Go” 

And Christ establishes your 
goings. Real religion puts “go” 
in a man. A few days ago I 
boarded a streetcar in downtown 
Buenos Aires. It went a few 
feet and then stopped. The mo- 
torman consulted the conductor. 
They both got out of the car, 
walked around to the back and 
looked at the trolley. Finally I 
got curious and got out myself. 
The trolley. was in place, every- 
thing lookeg all right, but the 
streetcar just wouldn't go. Other 
streetcars piled up behind us, and 
finally the car in back of ours 
started pushing our car. It was 
slow and sorry progress! And 
all because something built to 
“go” had no power to go. Is your 
religion like that? Does every 
preacher have to get behind and 
push to make you go? How dif- 
ferent when Christ dwells in your 
heart and “pushes” from inside! 

I saw the great French luxury 
liner Normandie in New York 
Harbor. She had cost sixty mil- 
lion dollars to build. But when 
I saw her she had no power to 
go. After a succession of disas- 
ters she was finally sold as scrap 
for $161,600. A lot of current 
religion is made for show, but 
not for go. 

Years ago on a hunting trip in 
northern Nebraska I _ suddenly 
came upon a great golden eagle 
on the ground, dead. What a 
magnificent bird! Its wings 
stretched from tip to tip as long 
as a man .I could not escape a 
feeling of melancholy as I saw 
the marvelous makeup of that 
kingly bird destined to soar like 
a speck in the azure sky, dead up- 
on the ground. But Jesus can 
take lame men who have never 
walked, like the man*“at the beau- 
tiful gate of the temple, and 
start them to “walking, and leap- 
ing, and praising God’ (Acts 
3:8). And Jesus can take a man 
robbed by death of the power to 
walk, like Lazarus, and give him 
life and health so that by reason 
of him many others will believe 
on Jesus (John 12:11). 

Christ sets a song to singing 
in your heart. The power of God’s 
Salvation fills you with “psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody in 
your heart to the Lord” (Eph. 
5:19). Inward singing is for all 
of us. Singing for others’ bene- 
fit is for a few. I know my voice 
is more like a crow than,a night- 


in my heart that keeps singing 
itself again and again, and again. 
Christ is not a _  disappoint- 
ment; 
Every longing in my breast 
Finds in Him complete ful- 
fiumen — 
He has brought me into rest. 
I have tested Him and proved 


Him 
More than all I dreamed He'd 
be. 
Christ is not a  disappoint- 
ment, 


He is alfin all to me. 

It is the kind of heart-song ex- 
perienced by an old woman a few 
years ago during: an earthquake. 
The other inhabitants of the smal! 
village were all very much alarm- 
ed. But she was not. At length 
somone asked her, “Mother, are 
you not afraid?” “No,” she said, 
“I rejoice to know that I have a 
God that can shake the world.” 
Such confidence is only made 
possible by 


Iii, A Glorious Presence 

It is “Christ in you, the sope 
of glory” (Col. 1:27). What is the 
good news of the gospel anyway? 
Just a great loving invitation 
from the most glorious Person 
who ever walked the dirt of earth 
urging you to turn from your sins 
and live in His glorious presence 
forever. What have you done 
with the invitation? 

When Mark Twain with his wife 
and small daughter made a trip 
to Europe, they were received 
by a host of prominent people 
kings, statesmen, literary lights, 
etc. Upon boarding the steamer 
to return to America, he read 
aloud the list of the famous per- 
sonages whose hospitality ‘they 
had enjoyed. His little girl fi- 
nally said, “Daddy, I think you 
must know all the prominent peo- 
ple except God.” That is the fa- 
tal flaw of many a life. So I ask 
again, do you know Jesus Christ? 
Is His glorious presence with 
you? He alone can sustain~you 
when life’s path grows dark, and 
the sharp rocks cut and bruise. 

A preacher I know stood by 
the bedside of a hospital bed in 
Childress, Texas, of a boy sixteen 
years of age who was dying of 
an infection of the blood. He had 
taken one transfusion after an- 
other until each one .would. run 
his temperature way up and cause 
terrible pain. The doctor finally 
said he must have another trans- 
fusion. “I do not believe he can 
stand another,” said the father. 
But walking over to the bedside 
he said, “Son, do you reckon you 
you could stand one more?’’ The 


boy took his father by the hand 


and said, “Daddy, will you stay 
with me and hold my hand?’ 
His father said, “I will, son.” 
And the boy said, “Daddy, if you 
will stay with me and hold my 
hand, I can stand anything.” That 
is a faint picture of the meaning 
of the glorious presence of Christ 
in life’s tragic hours. 
A Midnight Meal 

Oh, are you living in His pres- 
ence? .Does He dwell in your 
heart by faith? It was Dr. Simp- 
son who told of a drunkard in 
England who had bragged of the 
good temper of his wife until 
some of his drunken companions 
thought they would break it up 


night they all went to his house 
and roused her up. Her husband 
ordered her to get supper for 
them. She got up, prepared sup- 
per, and waited on them like an 
angel. Afterward her husband 
asked her how she could do it. 
She sa.d, “Why dear, I have so 
much before me, and you have 
so little. This is all the happiness 
you will ever have, and I want 
to giye you all I can.” It broke 
the poor man up and brought 
him to the feet of his Lord. It is 
Christ’s glorious presence in the 
heart that gives victory over Jife’s 
trials. 


1V. A Glorious Appearing 

“Looking for that w..osed hope, 
and the glorious appearing of the 
great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ” (Titus 2:13). Surely the 
glorious appearing of Christ is to 
be a climax in God’s anthem of 
redemption. Jesus Himself said, 
“When the Son of man shall come 
in his glory, and all the:holy an- 
gels with him, then siiall he sit 
upon the throne of his glory.’ 
Friend, the coming again of Jesus 
Christ to this world is fact, not 
fancy. The entire Bivle teaches 
it. Whole parables like that of 
the marriage feast, and of the 
ten virgins declare it. Whole 
chapters like Matthew 25 and 
I Thessalonians 4 and 5 treat of 
it. Whole books like Zechariah 
and Revelation focus on it. Yet 
some men still profess not to find 
in the Bible the sure, literal, phy- 
sical, unexpected coming of Jesus 
Christ again to this earth! 


They remind me of Johnny 
whose mother sent him to Sunday 
Schoo] and told him afterwards to 
go to church and sit right up im 
front of the pulpit and listen close- 
ly so that when he came home he 
could tell her all about the min- 
ister’s sermon. Johnny obeyed. 
The minister’s text was, “I shall 
come down and dwell among you.” 
As he preached he frequently re- 
peated, “And I shall come down 
and dwell among you.” Suddenly 
the pulpit collapsed and down 
crashed pulpit and preacher al- 
most on top of Johnny. Pulling 
Johnny off his seat the misiister 
exclaimed, “Johnny, I sure hope 
I did not hurt you!”> Johnny an- 
swered, “Reverend, if .you did, I 
could not blame you,, -You.-told 
mea good many times you were 
coming.” Men’s blindness. -to 
Christ’s second coming would be 
funny if it were not so deadly 
serious. 

Why Glorious? 

It will be a glorious appearing. 
But why? Because Christ will 
come .to set things right’ in & 
sin-tortured world, and take the 
throne that belongs to Him. 

On a June day in 1945 I'sat by 
my radio. It was turned in to 
the opening session of the United 
Nations Conference on Interna- 
tional Organization at San Fran- 
cisco, California. Men believed 
that that conference, as perhaps 
no other before it, held the fate 
of a world in its hands. I listen 
ed in amazement as a time of 8i- 
lence was announced to open, 
since no one dared even use the 
word “prayer” for fear of offend 
ing some of the delegates. The 
Conference went into its bus 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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think we can question that at 
all. The servants were those who 


‘were sent out to intreat people, to 


plead wich them, to call them to 
come and receive the Lord Jesus 
Christ as their Messiah. You know, 
mo one wil ever be able to say if 
they perish in the eternal ruin 
that is ahead—no one will ever be 
able to say if they die without 
God in anguish of soul—no one 
will ever be able to say if they 
go down into the hissing flames 
of Hell, that the fault is with 
God. Nobody will ever be able 
to say that. Peter gives us the 
heart of God. He exposes the 


» yearning compassion of God when 


he tells us that “He is not willing 
that any should perish, but that 
all should come to repentance’ 
(Il Pet. 3:9). Oh, God is anx- 
ious, God is desperate, yea, God 
was wiiiing to let His only Son 
writhe and twist in the agony of 
sin’s death on Calvary in - order 
that not one might. be lost. He 
is not wiiling that any should 
perish, but that all should be 
saved. We recognize on every 
page in the Word of God that the 
Father is ever ready to receive 
with op.n arms any who will 
come unto God. We realize also 
from the Word of God that the 
Son is ready to cleanse, to par- 
don, to take away the guilt of 


sin’s stain in the efficacy of His 
shed blood. Yes, and we realize 
that the Holy Spirit is actually in 
the world to convict and convince 
them of sin and righteousness and 
judgment to come, His very word 
is to show the sinner his need, to 
Show the sinner his sin, and cause 
him to flee to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Actually the very angels in 
Heaven bend over the battlements 
with bated breath waiting to re- 
joice over gne penitent sinner who 
throws himself on the mercy oi 
our matchless Christ. All through 
the Word of God grace is ready 
to assist, the Bible is ready to in- 
struct, and Heaven is already be- 
ing prepared as the eternal home. 
Oh, there is but one thing need- 
ful, there is but one thing neces- 
sary, and that it that a_ sinner 
be willing, that a sinner be ready 
to give himself when the Holy 
Spirit calls, 

What would happen? We know 
that in the story of Jesus’ muinis- 
try the Jews killed the messen- 
gers who were sent, and finally 
they even murdered the Lord 
Jesus Christ. But let us remem- 
ber that the guilt was not only 
theirs—no indeed! The whole 
world stands guilty before God 
when it comes to crucifying the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Then you re- 
member destruction fell upon the 
house of Israel. Then the Gen- 
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Some Glories of the 
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ness, drafted the Charter of the 
United ivations, which was sign- 
ed by dc.egates of fifty-one na- 


tions. The great theme of that 
charter is “International peace 
and security.” The phrase, “in- 


ternational peace and security,” is 
said to occur twenty-nine times 
in the Charter. 

Now compare with this one 
plain siatement from the sBivle re- 
ferring to the second coming of 
Christ. “1 or the Lord himself will 
descend from heaven with a cry 
of command, with the archangel'’s 
call, and with the sound of the 
trumpet of God. And the dead in 
Christ will rise first; then we who 
are alive, who are left, shall be 
caught up together with them in 
the clouds_to meet the Lord in 
the air; and so we shall always 
be with the Lord. Therefore 
comfort one another with these 
words. But as to the time and 
the seasons, brethren, you have 
no need to have anything written 
to you. For you yourselves know 
well that the day of the Lord will 
come like a thief in the night. 
When people say, There is peace 
and security, then sudden destruc- 
tion will come upon them as tra- 
vail comes upon a woman with 
child, and there will be no es- 
cape. But you are not in dark- 
ness, brethren, for that day to 
surprise you like a thief’’ (1 Thess. 
4:16 to 5:4; Revised Standard 
Version of the N. T., 1946). Amaz- 
ing fact! Surely this is one of 
the plainest warnings ever to 
come from the Bible. When the 
millions of earth are pinning 
their hopes for international peace 
and security on the devices of 
men, “when people say there is 
peace and security, then sudden 
destruction will come upon them” 
—then Christ will come again. 
Yes, they are saying it. They are 
saying it now. Who can deny 
that Christ may be at the door? 


We Shall See Him 


He comes to reward His own. 
Jesus Christ pictured His going 
away and coming again to earth 
by saying, “A certain nobleman 
went into a far country to receive 
for himself a kingdom, and to 
weturn” (Luke 19:12). “After a 

time the lord of those serv- 
ants cometh, and reckoneth with 
them” (Matt. 25:19). Don’t mind 
being in the Master’s minority on 
earth if you can be sure to be 
eounted among His servants when 
He comes. Oh, what will it be 
when those who have loved Christ 
im His absence see Him face to 
face? 


“A young Englishman who was 


Glorious Gospel 


a member of a family of wealth 
and high social position, had 
been. blinded by an _ accident 
when he was but a lad of 
ten. In spite of his _  physi- 
cal handicap, this young men won 
high university honors as an ex- 
ceptionally brilliant scholar; also 
he had won the hand of a beau- 
tiful bride, the daughter of a 
high-ranking officer in the British 
Navy. A short time before their 
marriage was to have taken place, 
this young man, William Mon- 
tague Dyke, had submitted to a 
course of treatments snd a surgi- 
cal operation which had been per- 
formed by a famous specialist. 
Although he loved her dearly, the 
young bridegroom-to-be had never 
looked upon the face of i his 
fiancee. 


“The climax came on the wed- 
ding day as the guests, many of 
whom were represenative of roy- 
alty, began to assemble. Among 
those attending were cabinet min- 
isters, generals, admirals, bishops 
and distinguished men and women 
of letters. Sir William Hart Dyke 
stood arm-in-arm with his son, 
the bridegroom, for the eyes of 
the young man were swathed in 
bandages. Beside these was the 
famous eye specialist whe had 
met them in the vestry of the 
cathedral. The beautiful bride 
entered on the arm of her father 
and .drew near the waiting group. 
Not a word passed between them 
for the moment was so tense that 
all were beyond speech. Was her 
lover actually to see her face 
which he had known only by the 
touch of his delicate finger tips? 

“The great surgeon was in the 
act of cutting away the last 
bandage. The bridegroom step- 
ped forward with that hesitant 
uncertainty which is characteris- 
tic of those who have known long 
years of blindness. A beam of 
rose-colored light shone through 
the stained glass of the cathedral 
windows and illuminated his face; 
but he did not see it. His won- 
dering gaze was fixed upon the 
face of her who was to be his 
bride; she had loved him dearly 
even when he was blind. Long 
minutes they gazed into each 
other’s faces and finally, 


words: ‘At last! At last!’” 

So, at last we shall see Jesus! 

Jesus said, “I will come again.”’ 
Peter wrote of Jesus, “Whom hav- 
ing not seen, ye love.” John said, 
“We shall see him.” Receive Him 
as your Saviour, obey Him as 
your Lord, that you “may have 
confidence, and not be ashamed 
before him at his coming” (I John 
2:28). ’ 


from. 
his lips came these awe-filled| tu 


’ 


tiles were invited to carry out 
the redemptive purposes of God. 

That parable ends and then 
Jesus begins the second paraple. 
The second parable is the concern 
of the Lord Jesus tiiat we migin 
understand that no rigiicousnes. 
is acceptable in the presence of 
God, save the rigiteousness o. 
Jesus Christ, First, we have in 
these two parables the condeinna- 
tion of the trifler. In the seconu 
parable we have the condemna- 
tion‘of the self-righteous, so- 
called moral man who refuses to 
be garmented and clothed with 
the imputed rigacteousness of cine 
Lord Jesus Christ. I do not have 
time to speak about the second 
parabie. I wish I did. Oh, how 
essentially necessary it is that a 
man realize that there is no 
righteousness acceptable in the 
sight of God save the righteous- 
ness of Jesus Christ! You don't 
dare stand before God without 
the righteousness of Jesus Christ. 
If you do, you are a naked, doom- 
ed, damned sinner and there is no 
hope for you. If you claim your 
own righteousness, you will die 
without God, you will be in Hell 
forever. The Word of God says 
that in the sight of God your 
righteousness is nothing but a 
dirty, filthy, vile rag. In fact, 
the Hebrew word is so strong 
when it talks about the righteous- 
ness of man, we dare not use it. 
Man is nothing, nothing but dirty, 
rotten rags as far as his own 
moral attainments are concerned, 
as compared with the standards 
of God. So there is only one 
way that we can stand in His 
presence, there is only one way 
that we can be fit to look into 
His face, and that is when we are 
clothed with the white garments 
of the righteousness of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. And bless God, 
when we have that righteousness 
about us, there are not enough 
devils in Hell nor angels in Heav- 
en who can bring one whit to bear 
against the righteousness of our 
matchelss Christ. He, in com- 
plete triumph, broke the power of 
sin, broke it forever, and offers 
to us the glory and majesty of 
His everlasting life. 


I found in my ministry that the 
hard man to reach is not the ob- 
vious sinner. Oh, no! I find 
that those who are victimized by 
sin, those who are bewildered and 
butchered and broken by it are 
not the ones who are hard to win. 
No, I find the hard man to win 
is the man who is satisfied with 
his own filthy righteousness, the 
man who is satisfied with his own 
vile garments, the man who prides 
himself in his own attainments 
and who refuses to acknowledge 
before God that he is a sinner in 
need of a Saviour. 

THE DEADLY DANGER OF 
TAKING GOD’S WORD 
LIGHTLY. 

I want to speak to you about 


the one phrase int he fifth verse 
of the first parable where the 


Word of God says that when they | 


heard it, “they made light of it.” 
When they heard it, they made 
light of it. I believe there are 
tens of thousands, there are bil- 
lions, there are myriads in Hell, 
not because they openly, flagrant- 
ly violated the commandments of 
God, but because they made light 
of God’s truth when they heard 
it. Whether you are a Christian 
or -whether you are lost, there 
isn’t anything that is more seri- 
ous, as far as your soul is con- 
cerned, than the implication and 
the responsibility and the obliga- 
tion that comes when you hear 
the Word of God. I believe we 
can say that open, gross, inten- 
tional sin takes its thousands in- 
to Hell, but indifference and neg-" 
lect and trifling with the issues 
of eternity takes its billions into 
the dark, awful depths of Hell. 
There are multitudes in Hell this 
morning, not because they delib- 
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erately, flagrantly and defiantly 
rebelled against God, but because 
they made light of God's truth 
when they heard it. They were 
caught in the throes of tragic 
trifling. 

Now you know there isn’t any 
laughter in the world that is quite 
as pitiful as the laughter of a 
4001, for a fool always laughs at 
the wrong time. And a trifler al- 
ways laughs at the wrong time. 
Many times the sneering, cynical 


laugh of the know-it-all is infi- 
nitely more pitiful than the 
laughter of the fool. In _ these 


days of extreme humanism it is 
a very common thing, it has be- 
come a very part of life—in fact, 
our whole academic emphasis in 
our higher education is _ shot 
through and through with a mak- 
ing light of eternal issues. It is 
common to make light of sin, to 
make a joke about salvation, to 
minimize the awfulness of God's 
wrath, to dissipate the reality of 
God’s Hell. Oh, the man or the 
woman, the boy or the girl who 
makes a mock of eternal values— 
it might be better had he never 
been born, for the Word of God 
says that God is not mocked. You 
can’t mock God and «ever get 
away with it. God is not mocked. 


I. Some Things Christians 

Should Count as Trifles 

Now I want to point this mes- 
sage ‘at Christians. We Chris- 
tians have certain things that we 
ought to treat lightly. There are 
some things that we ought to treat 
as though they were nothing. 
Laugh at Those Who Try to Laugh 

Us Out of Convictions 

There are some things we ought 
to brush off with contempt. We 
should not even stop to consider 
them. In the first place, we 
would do well to laugh at those 
who try to laugh us out of our 
convictions. Instead of shrinking, 
make light of those who try to 
take your convictions away. In- 
stead of shrinking and yielding 
and giving in, laugh right back. 
It is better to be laughed at for 
doing right than to have the 
whole world applaud you for do- 
ing what they are doing. The 
main reason that many Christians 
lose their testimony, the main 


. when their life 


their 


reason that they are not blazing 
and burning like they ought to 
for the Lord Jesus Christ,-is be- 
cause they fear the laughter that 
will come from the world when 
they become non-conformists, 
when there is the mark of pecu- 
liarity, when they have that mag- 
nificent individuality that comes 
is lived in the 
glory of Christ’s presence. Many 
a young man and many a young 
woman have confessed to me with 
tears in their eyes and agony in 
their hearts that when somebody 
laughed at them because of their 
convictions, they gave in and 
lives were shattered. Oh, 
many a time just breaking down 
one single time against one’s con- 
victions, yielding one time, may 
absolutely mark one’s testimony 
out. Listen, the tfaitors are 
trifles, the sneers that come t& 
you if you walk in the path oi 
holiness. 


You know, Daniel was true at 


any cost. He didn’t do what they 
did in Rome; he did what they 
didn't do. He was absolytely op- 


posed to the normal forces of the 


day. That is why God honored 
him. Oh, if we are going to live 
our lives for Jesus Christ, we 


really are not going to consider 
the attitude of the world. We 
are going to consider one thing— 
how we stand before the Lord of 
glory, and we are going to con- 
sider our glorious responsibility 
to the One who loved us and gave 
Himself for us. 


One time when I was holding a 
meeting, a man came to me a’ 
the close of the service. I knew 
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Evangelist Eal K, Lashley 


We have a good many calls 
to recommend evangelists for 
' rural churches. Sometimes 
thoughtless people feel aggrieved 
if some evangelist widely used 
in large union revival cam- 
paigns does not leave them to 
preach in single rural churches. 
So we are giad to commend 
Evangelist Earl K. Lashley of 
R. F. D. 1, Columbus, Indiana, 
who feels especially called as 
an  interdenominational, rural 
missionary-evangelist. 


We have several letters com- 
mending the fine work done by 
Evangelist Lashley. Pastor Ce- 
cil H. Britt of the Peters Creek 
Baptist Church, Lucas, Ken- 
tucky, writes us as follows: 


“This is to certify that I 
know Rev. Earl K, Lashley per- 
sonally and that he has assisted 
me in two revivals, and I have 
found him to be sound in the 
faith and doctrine of our church. 
The Lord greatly blessed in the 
salvation of many souls, and 
the ehurches were revived 
where he labored. I can hearti- 
ly recommend him as a faith- 
ful Bible teacher and preacher. 
He is also a very fine narrator 


Evangelist for Rural Churches 


Editor 


of Bible stories for children, 
and God wonderfully blessed in 
the work as the children came 
in great numbers to hear him 
relate to them the Bible.”’ 
Another commendation is 
from Rev. W. C. Chafin of 
Bloomington, Indiana, represen- 
tative of. the American Sunday 
School Union, which has done 
so much good in rural areas in 
many states. Brother -Chafin 


writes: 
“Rev, Earl K. Lashley of Co- 
lumbus, Indiana, has worked 


with me and held evangelistic 
meetings for me in a number 
of different communities. I 
find him very congenial, is 
sound in his doctrine, a very 
enthusiastic preacher, using 
good methods and getting good 
results from his efforts. 

“I can recommend him to any 
one needing help in evangelis- 
tic meetings.” 

We have a nice letter also 
signed by the superintendent of 
the Sunday School and the 
board of five trustees of the Ar- 
butus Tabernacle, Bloomington, 
Indiana. Since they had no pas- 
tor, these godly men wanted to 
write and recommend Evange- 
list Lashley. They say: 

“Dear Evangelist Rice: 

“Rev. Earl K. # £Lashley 
preached at our church two 
weeks in April, 1947, and twen- 
ty-one souls were saved. He is 
with us again at the present 
time and two have already ac- 
cepted Christ and many more 
have been revived by his 
preaching. 

“We do recommend him to 
any church to be sound in the 
Word, humble in spirit, yet un- 
flinching when preaching 
against sin. He also is a good 
Bible teacher and the children 
love to hear his Bible stories. 

“God has wonderfully blessed 
in these meetings.” 

We believe the Lord is using 
this brother, and those who 
wish to consider having him for 
a meeting may address him, 
Evangelist Earl K. Lashley 
R, F. D. 1, 
Columbus, Indiana. 
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he was under terrific conviction. 
I knew the Spirit oc God was caii- 
ing him. I1 said, “Young man, 
why don’t you yield? Wuy don’t 
you give your life to Christ? xou 
know you ought to.” 

I shall never ftorget what he 
said. He said: “Il should. 4 
ought to go forward; I ought to 
yield to Jesus Christ, but { tell 
you the honest truth, I am too 
yellow.” 

I never heard of anybody else 
who was quite that honest, As 
we went on with the conversation, 
he said that the reason was thar 
he had so many friends who 
would laugh at him if he came 


into a definite experience § in 
Christ. He wasn’t willing § to 
make it. Oh, listen: we who are 


Christians all the more have a 
distinctiveness and a definiteness; 
yes, we should»have such a pecu- 
uliarity of personality so that 
people will know that we are 
alive with the great matchiess 
Christ, who after all is the sum- 
mum bonum of all of our living; 
yea, who to live for is the onl) 
reason for living. God grant 
that we might treat lightly any 
sneer, any reproach—anything 
that comes to us as we walk in 
the glory of His fellowship and 
in the benediction of His aching 
heart for the souls for whom He 
died. 
Make Light of Handicaps 

You would do weil to make 
light of any handicap that you 
have. Many times a handicap 
becomes g steppingstone to suc- 
cess. When I was in Seminary 
Dr. Kallenbach, that great evan- 
gelist who just went home to 
glory a little while ago, came to 
our seminary. A great tragedy 
of his life had taken place. He 
had lost his eyesight in a hunt- 
ing accident. Actually that han- 
dicap became the impetus to his 
service. Yes, it was in the midst 
of that tragedy that he found the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

I have found out that almost 
everybody has some kind of a 
handicap. It may not be physi- 
cal; sometimes it is mental. Some- 
times it is one thing; sometimes 
it is another. But if you will 
just let the power of God have 
your life, just yield yourself to 
Jesus Christ, you will find that 
your very handicaps can become 
steppingstones to success. Some- 
times that very thing that seems 
to hinder can be the thing that 
causes you to go for God. 

Make Light of Sacrifices for Christ 
inen you would do well to make 
light of the sacrifices that are a 
part of the Christian life. I even 
hesitate to talk about that be- 
cause we know so little about 
sacrifice here in America, When 
we read the story of the martyrs 
through the ages, when we read 
of the blood that filled the cities’ 
streets, when We can hear the 
roar of the lions as they rip the 
Christians’ bodies apart and we 
can see those straining bodies 
that were dipped in oil and then 
set on fire right in the streets 
of the cities, when we realize 
that the terrain of the whole of 
Europe is literally stained and 
saturated with the blood of Chris- 
tians, when we think of the price 
that they paid to preach the gos- 
pel, when we think of the price 
that they paid to allow us the 
privileges that is ours to revel in 
the blessed Book and to know 
the Lord Jesus Christ, we are 
just almost too ashamed to talk 
about sacrifice, we know 5o little 
about it. Oh, when we think of 
those Christians in Russia! They 
say that some twenty million 
were slain under the first regime 
of the five year plan—most of 
them Christians. Five thousand 
Baptist pastors were exiled up in 
the Siberian region and were 
never heard of again, according 
to Dr. Wallace. In the first days 
of the Nazi intensification, you 
remember the Time Magazine said, 
eight hundred thousand confes- 
sional pastors were put behind the 
barbed wire fences of the con- 
centration camps. Many of them 
were among those who died. We 
do not know much about sacri- 
fice in America. But a good sol- 
dier makes light of hardships. 
A good soldier was Paul, Paul 


cells us that he lost a lot of 
tnmiuigs. he iost his social scand- 
ing. I couldn’t; I never had any. 
me lost his wealth. I couldn’: 
lose tnat; i never had any. He 
iost his leadership, I dont sup- 
pose I ever had much of that. He 
sost his health, I still have mine. 
sgut the Apostle raul didn’t say, 
‘I lost.” “O my! How sad! 1 
lost all these things.” ino, indeed. 
He mentions them by contrast to 
show the immensity of the day 
in his age when he threw himself 
in abandon on Jesus Christ and 
set forth tlaming in that minis- 
try to send a thrill through the 


century. Oh, he counts all these 
things but trite things. He 
counts them as refuse. He counts 


them as things so utterly insig- 
nificant they are not even to be 
mentioned. He said, “But none 
of these things move me, neither 
count I my life dear.unto myself, 
so that I might finish my course 
with joy, and the ministry, which 
I have received of the Lord Jesus, 
to testify the gospel of the grace 
of God” (Acts 20:24). 

You know, the big thing with 
Paul wasn’t even to siay aiive. I 
honestly do not believe he worried 
a day. He felt himself, under 
the power of the Holy Spirit, to 
be absolutely invincible and he 
thought that as long as the power 
of God was on him that he was 
in God’s hands and he never wor- 
ried one single minute about 
whether he would die or whether 
he would live. In fact, when he 
stopped to think about it, he fig- 
ured it would be a whole lot better 
to die anyway, because he would 
go home to be with Jesus. The 
important thing with Paul was 
not to dodge death. The import- 
ant thing with the Apostle Paul 
was to be true and loyal to the 
Lord Jesus Christ, no matter 
what he had to pay, no matter 
whether his head was. severed 
from his body on Nero’s block. He 
made light of every single bit of 
suffering that ever came to him. 
He even said, “For I reckon that 
the sufferings of this present 
time are not worthy to be com- 
pared with the glory which shall 
be revealed in us.” You know, 
Paul was not all bound up and 
lost in time. No indeed! Paul 
had the perception and Paul had 
the vision of eternity, and he 
knew that he only had one life, 
and that it was soon going to 
be passed, and the only things 
that were going to count were 
the things that he would do for 
the Lord Jesus and the souls that 
he could win. That is why he 
arrayed his life with such majes- 
ty. That is why he gave himself 
with such passion to the service 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


I say again, there are things we 
Christians shoulq not even bother 
to talk about.’ There are some 
things we should just count as 
nothing. Anything that comes to 
you in the way of reproach and 
criticism, don’t even consider. 
Walk in the path of holiest obedi- 
ence to Christ. Stay true to your 
convictions. Count as nothing the 
handicap that may be in your life. 
God can use it to make your life 
a greater blessing. If you are 
persecuted for the sake of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, glory in it, 
for your reward is all the greater 
on the other side. Accept gladly 
any sacrifice that is a part of the 
Christian’s life. 


II. Some Things Christians 
Must Not Treat Lightly 

Now those are things which I 
ought to treat lightly. But listen: 
just within the next five minutes 
I wan to show you there are some 
things that even we as Christians 
have no right to treat lightly. 
Sin Not to Be Treated as a Trifle 

In the first place, we should not 
treat as a trifle, sin. When I was 
in college they told us that sin 
was prenatel predilection; it was 
an idiosyncracy of individuality; 
it was an insufficient secretion of 
the endocrine glands. I can think 
of a dozen names that we have 
for sin. But I want to tell you, 
sin is absolutely the cancer that 
eats piecemeal the soul. Sin is 
the ravaging force that will des- 
troy everything that man ever 
tries and ruin everything that 
man ever makes. Sin, oh, sin is 
the moral leprosy that causes a 


man to fall apart and break out 
at the breaches and his soul to be 
released into Hell. You cannot 
afford to trifle with sin. Dr. Rice 
pointed out last night how Chris- 
tians who trifle with sin have to 
pay the price. Christians pay the 
price for their sins. The Apostle 
Paul said to the Corinthians, “You 
are playing with sin; yoy are 
trifling with sin. That is why 
some of you are sick. That is 
why some of you have made a 
trek out to the cemetery and laid 
your loved ones away. That is 
why they are gone.” Oh, you 
cannot afford to trifle with sin! 
When I was in college, I remem- 
ber there was a prevalent barn- 
yard philosophy. We were taught 
in psychology some things that 
were diametrically opposeg to the 
standards of the Word of God. 
The fact is, one professor told us 
without hesitation: “You know, 
young people, we will have to build 
a whole new moral system. We 
can’t build it on the ethics of the 
Ten Commandments and _ the 
Word of God. We have to build 
a moral system based on the fact 
that man is primarily an animal.” 
That thing finally seeped through, 
and today, because of that barn- 
yard philosophy, we have a pre- 
valent barnyard morality that is 
absolutely threatening the moral 
fiber of the whole of America. 


You can’t afford to trifle with 
sin. You can’t afford to trifle with 
Sin because if you trifle with sin, 
you will pay. Whether you be 
rich or poor, whether you be a 
king or an outcast, whether you 
be high or low, you trifle with sin 
and you will pay. What dreadful, 
hellish, hollow, hacking laughter 
it is to make light of sin, «to dese- 
crate purity on lust’s altar, to 
advocate in high sounding phrase- 
ology the abandonment of chastity 
and virtue, to make the holiest re- 
lationship a degraded, besmirched, 
soiled indulgence of lust and 
sensuality. Oh, may God give us 
in these days people who refuse 
to trifle with sin! If you trifle 
with sin, you will get burned. May 
God give us today young people 
dedicated to Jesus Christ, whose 
lives are so totally lived for Him 
that they refuse to sell out in this 
day when there is so much being 
sold so cheap. And remember that 
some of the stuff today that is 
palmed off in the name of intellec- 
tuality is a stench to the nostrils 
of Almighty God. Gog is God. 
Sin is sin. Hell is hell. And the 
wages of sin is death—death to 
the will, death to the mentality, 
death to matrimony, death to life-- 
death to anyone you can think of. 
Sin is always death. Oh, don’t 
trifle with it! 

The Voice of God Not to Be 
Trifled With 

Then you cannot afford to 
trifle with the voice of God that 
speaks in your soul. I believe 
there are Christians who. will 
trifle with the voice of God that 
speaks in the soul. If there is 
any voice you should heed, if there 
is any voice that you should be 
attuned to, it should be the voice 
that leads you by the Spirit of 
God. Let me tell you, no man 
ever made a wrong step but what 
that voice didn’t speak. And I 
want to tell you that it is essential 
that we do not treat lightly that 
voice. 

You Cannot Afford to Trifle With 
the Law of Moral Retribution 
Then you cannot afford to trifle 

with the law of moral retribution. 

A lot of people think they can. To 

trifle with any law God has made 

is madness. It ig just sheer mad- 
ness. 

Once I trifled with the law of 
gravity. There was a fellow who 
made a parachute jump over near 
where my father’s church was. 
I thought that to be a parachute 
jumper would be about the best 
thing in the world, So I went home 
ang made a parachute. It wasn’t 
very good. It sure wasn’t! After 
I got it finished, I went up the 
street to one of my friends, and 
jumped off his roof. The para- 
chute didn’t slow me up much. 
I went pretty deep in the grass 
when I landed. I thought, “Well, 
maybe I didn’t go high enough.” 
I don’t know where I got that idea. 
I am awfully sorry about it now, 
but that was what I thought. So 
I climbed up a high voltage tele- 
phone pole and put a log under 
one arm and a parachute under 
the other. Somehow I got to 
trying to pull this stuff from 
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under my arm, and I fell all the 
way-down from that high voltage 
pole! A garage was there, and a 
cement driveway, and a hedge off 
to one side. My feet hit the edge 
of the garage and sent me over 
into the hedge. Otherwise I do 
not know whether I would be here 
today or not. But that wasn’t 
the worst of it. 

I went home and told my grand- 
mother what happened. I said, 
“Grandma, my back is killing me! 
I don’t think I can stand it!” 

She said, “Just lie down here 
and I'll take care of it.” 

My grandmother was a Presby- 
terian, Dr. Rice, a Presbyterian 
all the way from the top of her 
head to the sole of her feet. She 
just felt sorry for my dad and 
myself who were Baptists. She 
got some Sloan’s liniment and put 
it on my back. I have never been 
so hot in all my life! I shall never 
forget it. She rubbed that lini- 
ment on my back. I ran out the 
back door, in the front door, out 
the back door, and I said, “O 
Grandma, I’m burning up! I'm 
going to die! You wil] have to 
do something.” 

She got a can of canned milk 
and put some on me, trying to kill 
the pain. 

I want to tell you, as a little 
boy I learned that you cannot 
fool around with God’s laws. Even 
in my studies in college, every 
time anybody mentioned the law 
of gravity, I thought of Sloan’s 
liniment! And it is true to this 
very day! It is just the associa- 
tion that I have. 

Oh, you cannot trifle with God's 
laws! If I trifle with my body 
by taking bichloride of mercury, 
bichloride of mercury won't argue 
a minute. If I trifle.with elec- 
tricity by fooling around with 
voltage that is too high, that 
electricity will burn me to a 
cinder. And if I trifle with the 
laws of God, when it comes to 
moral retribution, I will have to 
pay. 

Today our trouble ig that young 
people are not being told that they 
have to pay. If you trifle, you 
pay. The word of God says, and 
it is absolutely inexorable, ‘“‘What- 
soever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap” (Gal. 6:7). And it 
is true in the life of a Christian. 
You plant seeds and you have to 
reap them. 

You Cannot Afford to Trifle With 
Your Soul 

Then you cannot afford to trifle 
with yourself. I don’t mean your 
body— it isn’t worth so much’ any- 


way. I am talking about you, 
your soul. I am talking about the 
real you. You cannot afford to 


treat your body as though it 
were just physical. Your body is 
the temple of the Holy Spirit. If 
your body is the temple of the 
Holy Spirit of God, then it ought 
to be treated with care and it 
should never be trifled with, no 
matter how great and grave the 
temptation. There is that in you 


which only God can satisfy. You 
and I know that all about us are 
countiess thousands, yea, millions, 
who are living in total disregard 
of their souls and treating their 
bodies_as trifles. 

The rich fool made careful pro- 
vision for his body, but he made 
no provision for his soul. And God 
said, ‘““Thoy fool!” And that man is 
a fool who jgnores God and his 
own soul, wherever he may be 
found. 

You Cannot Afford to Treat the 

Lord as a Trifle 

You cannot afford to treat the 
Lord Jesus Christ as a trifle. You 
donot dare. He is the only hope 
of this old battered, sinning world 
today. He is the only hope. He 
is able to save unto the uttermost 
them that come to God by Him. 
He is the only hope. The thing is 
narrowed down in our time. The 
statesmen of the world, the’ out- 
standing intellectuals of the world; 
the men whose genius was depend- 
ed upon, do not mean. anything 
now. We have reached the place 
where even the most optimistic— 
those who really think—have be- 
come pessimistic. The \change is 
taking place. It is narrowed 
down. Men know that there is 
only one hope for the world today 
and He is the Lord Jesus. Oh, God, 
grant that we might not treat 
Him as a trifle. 

Neither is there salvation in 
any other, for there is no other 
name under Heaven given among 
men whereby we must be saved. 
One Man—Jesus! One hope—Je- 
sus! One hope for the whole world 
—Jesus! Oh, we cannot treat Him 
as a trifle! Yet it is a fact that 
many Christians are _ treating 
Jesus as a trifle. That is true. 
Because they give Him second 
place in their lives. If you give 
Jesus second place in your life, 
He will brook no rival. He won't 
take second place. If He is not 
the Lorg of all, He is. not the 
Lord at all. How many times 
Christians just give the Lord 
Jesus the scraps of their lives, 
just the leavings. We give Him 
what is left of our interest, what 
is left of our time, what is left 
of our ambitions, when we_ bring 
Him our change, our idle moments. 
The Bible says that the firstfruits 
are the Lord’s. The Bible says, 
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God”’ 
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The Devil's Boomerangs 
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you will have nothing left. 
Nothing Against Kich 

I haven't a word to say against 
the rich man who got his weaith 
honestly and is trying to do good 
with it. The Bible doesn’t have 
a thing in it against a man be- 
cause he is rich. Look at Solomon, 
He was worth about six billion 
dollars, according to our standard 
of gold and silver. Yet he was a 
godly man. 

But there are a lot of good-for- 
nothing lobsters who think they 
are called by God to go up and 
down the country harping for a 
limitafion of wealth and cussing 
and damning the rich man for 
every dollar he has, while they sit 
around and cuss and damn and 
never work, 

If you want to use your genius 
and ability to get all you can and 
use the surplus over your own 
needs for the good of humanity, I 
hope you all will be millionaires. 
If you want to get all you can, 
and can all you get, I hope you 
will all go to the poorhouse, 

When Commodore Vanderbilt, 
who was worth two million dol- 
lars, died, he called in a minister 
and asked him to sing for him that 
old song Vanderbilt’s mother used 
to sing in Moravia, “Come ye 
sinners, poor and needy”! Worth 
two million dollars, yet poor and 
needy when he came to his death. 
The next day one man ‘told 
another Vanderbilt was dead. 

“How much did he _ leave?” 
asked the second man. 

“He left it all. He could not 
take one cent with him.” 

But don’t stop for anything I 
say. Go on piling up money until 
you have a pile as big asthe 
tabernacle. When you die, you 
can’t take it with you, and if you 
could it would melt or burn up. 

Just remember, however, that 
it will not be long before you and 
I go to the beyond. 

' Another thing I want to talk 
about this afternoon is the im- 
morality of the country. 


Assails Moral Code 
Sixty thousand girls were 
ruined last year by the white 


slave-traffic: But I. don’t believe 


-any womé@n was ever ruined but 
“that some brute of a man didn’t 


take ‘the initiative. 

If what I hear about you young 
bucks is true, when you come 
back home from trips, no decent 
girl ought to speak to you, allow 
you in their homes or even to 
look at you. And I understand 
that some of you old married rakes 
are at it, too. I think the lowest, 
vilest, most damnable buffoon and 
triple extract of infamy and de- 
generacy in the world is the one 
who will plight his troth and 
marry, and leave his wife at home 
to go out with a prostitute. 

I would not wipe my feet, I 
would not spit or blow my nose 
on society that makes a distinction 
between the man who sidesteps 
and the woman who goes wrong. 
The crying need of the ages is a 
single standard for the sexes. It 
makes no difference to God 
whether one wears @ plug hat or 
a hairpin. 

Marries Pure Girl 

When a man wants to marry, 
does he select a girl from the red- 
light district? No. He goes to 
some decent, virtuous girl and 
asks her to accept his whisky- 
soaked, sin-blackened, diseased 
carcass. 

A man visited a house of prosti- 
tution and found his sister there. 
He murdered her, although she 
had as good a right there as he 
had. 

Talk about your buccaneers of 
the Spanish main, or the heartless 
men who sat at the feet of Jesus 
Christ as he hanged on the cross 
and gambled for the coat on His 
back; I would rather trust my 
daughter with them than some 
of the smooth rascals in society. 
They go around with their 
trousers rolled up, and their only 
aim is to lead the next girl they 
can astray. Then they go back 
to a lot of young bucks like them- 
selves and laugh at her. I say 
they are interlopers in decent 
society. There must be a Hell. 
If there isn’t, where would these 


ee 


low-down scoundrels who force 
motherhood upon a woman and 
then haven’t the manhood to 
accept fatherhood, go? There 
could not be a better argument 
for Hell, ' 

And a lot of you young bucks 
walk around with a pistol in your 
hip pockets, and if it would ex- 
plode, it would blow your brains 
out, 

Should Be Shot on Spot 

I believe that any man low- 
down enough to deliberately ruin 
a young girl and sell her into a 
life of shame should be shot on the 
spot.. Shooting is too good for 
him. 


What is wrong for the woman 
is wrong for the man, and any 
other code is rotten. If a man has 
the right to sit around telling 
smutty stories, a woman has the 
same right. ‘The man adulterer 
is no better than the woman 
adulteress. 

_There are many young men so 
vile that the only good use that 
could be made of them is to qip 
their heads in buckets of soap- 
suds and use them for mops. 

Perhaps you have no idea of the 
extent to which the black plague 
has grown in this country. Much 
more than half the young men of 
this country are or have been af- 
flicted with 
Eighty per cent of the abdominal 
operations perfomed on women 
are caused by disease contracted 
from their husbands. Most cases 
of blindness in infants is caused 
by disease in their fathers. I 
know this is plain talking, but 
what is needed in this country 
is men not afraid to talk plainly 
to men. 

There are men hobbling diseased 
around Omaha who say, “Oh, I 
don’t go to hear Billy. He is too 
vulgar for me.” Rot! Plain 
speaking is always vulgar to the 
rascal and old fool who is afraid 
to hear the truth. 

Cause of Downfall of Rome 

There are 500,000 prostitutes in 
this country. Besides them, there 
are 1,500,000 who are not classed 
as prostitutes, being kept on the 
side. Every year 100,000 prosti- 
tutes die, directly or indirectly, 
from the diseases peculiar to their 
trade. Think of it! Bighty per 
eent of the cases of total blindness 
in the world are a result of 
venereal diseases. Perhaps the 
person himself or his parents were 
not afflicted, but their ancestors 
were some time or other. 

The cause of the downfall of 
Greece and Rome was the de- 
gradation of woman’s honor and 
no attempt by men to curb their 
beastly desires. And the virtue 
of womanhood is the rampart wall 
of American civilization. 

Why Some Men Drink 

Some men say they drink be- 
cause it makes them cool in sum- 
mer and warm in winter. Then 
why is it the booze-fighter dies 
from sunstroke or freezes to death 
quicker than the man who doesn’t 
drink? That is easy. The alcohol 
drives the blood to the surface, 
where it warms or freezes quicker. 
You drink because there is alco- 
hol in it, and if the alcohol were 
taken out, you might as _ well 
drink water. Some of you let one 
thousand gallons of beer slop drain 
through you to get the value of 
one and three-quarters pounds of 
beef-steak. If you want to make 
swill barrels out of your stomachs, 
go ahead. One of the first indica- 
tions of a crushed strawberry 
stomach is a crushed strawberry 
nose. Some of the diseases from 
drinking are locomotor ataxia, 
stammering, jaundice, Bright’s 
disease. 

I defy any man this side of Hell 
to show me any scintilla of bene- 
fit that ever come from hitting the 
booze. 

Trying to Aig Drinker 

It is strange the drinking man 
thinks I am his enemy when I am 
only trying to protect him from 
the things he is rushing into. By 
my voice, my vote and by all my 
power I am trying to add twenty 
years to his life, pull the pillow 
out of the window and put in a 
pane of glass, and to feed and 
clothe his wife and babies the way 
they should, and put carpet on 
his floor, 

I can pass the saloon in my 
strength and not have a desire to 


venereal disease. 


take a drink, but there are many 
who cannot, and I don’t see how 
men can do anything but drown 
the dirty rotten business in hell. 
Drink it back into Heil, where it 
ought to be, men, 

1 have seen more drunken men 
since 1 came to Omaha, more 
drunken men in the tabernacle 
than I have seen in any other city 
in seven years, 

Whisky is rarely pure. Less 
than fifteen per cent oi the whisky 
sold in this*country is unadulter- 
ated. That is the chief reason it 
makes men commit crime, 

What Whisky Does 

If you want to know what 
whisky does to you, drop the white 
of an egg into a glass when you 
go home, cover it with whisky and 
let it stand for a time. The white 
of the egg will harden. That is 
what whisky does to your nerves. 
It affecis them the same way and 
you, reel and mutter, because your 
nerves are whisky-soaked. If I 
could show you men today the 
inside’ of a drunkard’s stomach, 
hold his liver or kidneys up to 
your view, that would be all you 
would want to make you quit hit- 
ting the booze. Alcohol poisons 
the system, prevents the liver and 
kidneys doing their work and 
eventually sends a man tottering 
and reeling to a drunkard’s grave 
or to an insane asylum. Men may 
look healthy but if they drink 
they are not. Something is wrong 
with their heart, liver or kidneys. 
If you don’t believe me, ask your 
physician. 

I have been drinking your 
‘Omaha water for three weeks and 
I do not believe that anywhere in 
the country have I drunk better, 
clearer, more refreshing water. I 
asked where your water came 
from and they told me from the 
old muddy Missouri. I could hardly 
believe that water could be made 
So pure by filtering. But just in 
that way do the liver and kidneys 
filter your blood and when you fill 
your System with alcohol you stop 
the filtering process. 

For nineteen hundred years 
alcohol has ruined its millions, sent 
men to drunkard’s graves, im- 
poverished families, wrecked 
homes and filled our institutions. 
How much longer are we going 
to stand it? 

Because of my fight against this 
rotten business, I have suffered 
attacks from newspapers and from 
the dirty gang that howls at every 
man who dares interfere with 
their illicit profits. 

Will Not Quit Fight 

I have been lied about, vilified, 
insulted, defamed in Omaha since 
coming, but let me tell you, men 
of Omaha, any little, rotten, stink- 
ing two-by-four sneaking editor 
of a vile, unspeakable sheet can 
revile me and lie about me until 
he is black in the face and I will 
not give up my fight on that 
dirty, godforsaken, rotten business 
as long as I live. I will reach 
further down and higher up than 
any man you have. ever heard 
of to save you, your wife and 
babies from the fangs of that 
beast, and I am not going to be 
turned back or dismayed by the 
opposition of a pack of curs, 

Barks at His Heels 

The spawn of Hell barks at my 
heels from one end of the land to 
the other. The open saloon is the 
hotbed of political corruption and 
the breeding place of criminals, 
and nest of anarchy, and the incu- 
bator of poverty, misery, squalor, 
want, dishonestly and all that is 
vile. 

I have been through blood and 
fire for Jesus Christ, and when 
some preachers stop preaching 
about the New Jerusalem and start 
preaching against the whisky 
crowd and the red-light district in 
these cities, something is going to 
happen. 

You Methodists can talk about 
infant baptism, and the Presby- 
terians can howl about persever- 
ance and the Baptists can howl 
about water, and half of your 
members go where you can’t get 
a drop. 

When I leave old Omaha, you 
can take me down to the Missouri 
River, tie a millstone around my 
neck and drop me off the bridge. 
And when the waters close over 
me, you will say, “There goes a 
man who wasn’t afraid to preach 
the truth.” 

You say you can’t prohibit men 
drinking. If Jesus Christ lived in 


Omaha, men would pbooze-fight, 


The Tragedy of Trifling 
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(Matt. 6:33). The Bible tells us 
on almost every single page that 
our first obligation is that Jesus 
Christ possess all of us. You dare 
not treat Him as a trifle. 

And it doeg not take much to 
treat Him as a trifle. Just give 
Him second place, and that is it, 
right there. Just give Him second 
place and you will have treated 
Him as a trifle. For that glorious, 
regal, august person, the match- 
less Saviour, the glorious Christ 
will have only one place in your 
life and that is first place. 


Ill. Lost Sinner, Do Not Trifle 

With Christ and Salvation 

I close with this: there are mul- 
titudes upon multitudes who are 
giving Jesus Christ second place— 
yes, worse than that; no place—be- 
cause they are rejecting Him, they 
are refusing Him. When he comes 
to offer Himself, they say no. When 
He knocks at the door of their 
hearts, they bar the door. Oh, every 
Christ-rejector is treating the God 
in whose very hands his life is, 
with a contempt that he would not 
engage in in his friend and hope 
to retain him. Oh, if there be in 
this congregation this morning 
one Christ-rejector, I beseech you, 
I plead with you with all the 
passion of my heart that you 
stop treating Jesus as a trifle and 
that you recognize He is the one 
who flung the worlds into space, 
He is the one who dotted the 
majesty of the blue heavens with 
the diamonds of the night, He is 
the oné who made everything that 
was ever made. He is the only 
one who ever went to Calvary’s 
cross and in torture and agony 
and bleeding, died that you might 


live. He ig the only one who con- 
quered. He is the only one who 
triumphed. He is the only one 
who bridged the chasm between 
sinful man and a holy God. He 
is the only one who can cleanse 
your sins. He is the only one who 
can save your soul. And if you 
are going to find Jesus Christ, @ 
will be when you no longer treat 
Him as a trifle, but do homage to 
Him and honor Him as the 
supreme Lord of lords, and your 
only Saviour. 


You know, a drop of water is a 
tiny thing. A humming bird can 
sip it from a flower, and the 
morning ray can dry it off a 
dewy leaf. And yet you can stand 
by the ocean’s edge and you can 
sweep and sweep, but you can- 
not keep back those tiny tides of 
incalculable molecules. You may 
swim the upper reaches of Ni- 
agara; you may startle and thrill 
at the sense of the approaching 
cataract; you may boast that you 
can turn your boat upstream any- 
time—just keep going, you can 
turn it up. However you despise 
the warning shout that comes 
from the shore, one day the water 
gets its overwhelming grip on you. 
One day those drops become a 
stream, and that stream becomes 
a river, and that river becomes a 
flood, and that flood becomes a 
Niagara. Such is the culminative 
power of trifling with the issues of 
eternity. God grant that no 
Christian shall trifle! Goq grant 
that no unsaved man shall trifle 
again! Life’s greatest tragedy is 
when _a man trifles so long that 
God no longer speaks. God grant 
that none shall be guilty of the 
tragedy of trifling. 


men would sidestep. But when you 
Say you can’t enforce the laws, 
you lie. 

No Law Will Prohibit 

You can enforce the laws against 
booze as much as against anything 
else, if you have honest, decent 
officials to do it. There is not 
a law in the United States which 
prohibits. There is a law against 
murder, but does it prohibit? No. 
Would you advocate a repeal of 
all the laws because they do not 
prohibit? No. You wouldn't let 
& man murder anyone he wanted 
to by paying a license of $1,000; 
or for $500 ruin any girl over six- 
teen years of age; or for $250 
seduce young girls; or for $200 
license him to crack any safe; or 
for $50 license him to burn build- 
ings. That is what you do with 
the whisky gang. ' 

As many of you know, I was 
a member of the old White Sox 
ball club, the best club that ever 
stepped on a diamond. We could 
beat any other nine men that ever 
donned a uniform. I was con- 
verted in Chicago and forsook the 
old crowd. The other boys saw me 
go to Jesus one night in Chicago, 
but none followed. 

Mike Kelley Died Poor 


Listen! Mike Kelley was sold to 
Boston for ten thousand dollars. 
Mike got half of the purchase 
price. He came up to me and 
showed me a check for five thou- 
sand dollars. 

John L. Sullivan, the chafhpion 
fighter, went around with & sub- 
scription paper and the boys raised 
more than twelve thousand dollars 
to buy Mike a house. They gave 
Mike a deed to the house and they 
had $1,500 left and gave him a 
certificate of deposit for that. 

His salary for playing with 
Boston was $5,000 a year. At the 
end of that season Mike had spent 
the five thousand dollar purchase 
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r from 
Rev. William Swaan, Suva, Fiji, 
South Seas : 


price and the five thousand dollars 
he received as a salary and the 
$1,500 they gave him and had a 
mortgage on his house. And when 
he died down in Allentown, 
Pennsylvania, they went around 
with a subscription paper to get 
money enough to put him in the 
ground. Mike sat there on the 
corner with me twenty-nine years 
ago when I said, “I bid you good- 
by.” 

Williamson was the shortstop, a 
fellow weighing 215 pounds, and a 
more active man you never saw. 

When Spaulding took the two 
clubs around the world, I was the 
second man asked to sign a con- 
tract. I was sliding to second 
base one day—I always slid head 
first—and I hit a stone and cut 
a ligament loose in my knee. I got 
a doctor and had my leg fixed up, 
and he said to me: 

“William, if you don’t go on that 
trip, I will give you a good leg.” I 
obeyed, and I have as good a leg 
today as I ever had. They offered 
to wait for me at Honolulu and at 
Australia. Spaulding said: “Meet 
us in England; and play with us 
through England, Scotland and 
Wales.” I didn’t go. 

Ed Williamson went with them, 
and while they were on the ship 
crossing the English channel a 
storm arose, and the captain 
thought the ship would go down. 
Ed dropped to his knees and 
prayed and said: 

“God, bring this ship safe into 
harbor and I promise to quit drink- 
ing and be a Christian.” God 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, Dec. 12, 1047 


“What Kind of Spirit Has Gotten 
to Work in Unper South Carolina?” 


By the Editor 

Happy words continue to come about the city-wide re- 
vival campaign the Rice-Clarke party held in Textile Hall in 
Greenville, South Carolina, ending November 16. Dr. Harry 
D. Clarke stayed over Monday night and told his life's story 
at the Bible Presbyterian Church to a fine crowd. He re- 
ports that there were six conversions, with very deep con- 
viction and a number of young people surrendering for full- 


time Christian service. 

Daily Newspaper Reports 
“Conscience Money” Paid 
for Things Stolen. Says 
Strange Spirit for Good 
Working in Nerth 
& Seuth Carolina 


The widespread cenviction for 
gin throughout the community is 
iliustrated by two reports in the 
local daily newspaper. From a 
column in the daily Piedmeat for 
Wednesday of the last week of 
eur campaign the following clip- 
ping was cut: 


Pays fer Chewing Gem 
“Taken” Two Years Ago 


Some influence for goed is 
at work in Greenville! When 
an eleven-year-old boy is se 
filied with homesty that he 
wishes to pay for mime pack- 
ages of chewing gem which 
he took twe yeats age, we 
will have te say there has 
been some kind of apheaval. 
Just what that infliecace is, I 
cannot say. Possibly seme of 
eur readers can throw more 
light on the fellewing stery 
which M. 8S. Faris, of a tecai 
wholesale firm, passes aiong 
te this colutan: 


@rug store on Main street a 
few days ago talking te the 
manager when twe boys, the 
eldest only eleven years old, 
came in. The older boy asked 
to see the manager. The 
manager laughingly peinted 
te me, and I directed him 
back to the manager. Then 
the older boy said I’m seri- 
eus about this. I want to see 
the manager on seme im- 
portant business’. 


“The manager then said: 
‘Now that you are talking te 
the manager, what impertaat 
business do you have im 
mind?’ The bey replied that 
he wished te pay fer some 
chewing gum he had taken 
there two years before. He had 
taken the aed not 
paid for it. The smaller boy 
chimed in that, he, teo, had 
helped his friend chew that 
gum. ‘Il was enly mine years 
eld then,’ the bey said. 


The manager replied: “We 
didn’t miss the gum, but if 
you wish to pay fer #, go 
there and give the money te 
the cashier.” Beneath his 
breath he added: ‘I guess it 
was just one pack anyway.’ 
But the eleven - year - old 
youth walked to the cashier, 
explained that he wished to 
pay for some chewing gum 
he had gotten. The cashier, 
perhaps not knowing the full 
stery, asked “How much?” 


“Nine packs,” the youth 
said, depositing 45 cents, and, 
with his friend, watked brisk- 
ty from the piace. 


On Friday of the clesing week 
@nother clipping was cut from 
the daily paper and haaded te me, 
which I give here. 


More Censcious Meacy 


The manager of ome of 
Greenville’s largest <depart- 
ment stores caliced mo imto 
his office yesterday te read a 


—Greenville Piedmont 


bill and want te pay you for 
this compact,” she wrete. “I 
will not be satisfied until this 
is dene. I waat you te take 
the other twe ceats and write 
me, telling me that you for- 
give me for what I have done. 
If you wish interest eon this 
I will be glad te pay you as 
seon as I go te work. Right 
now I cannot pay you but 
will be glad te de so the 
first money I get. Please 
let me knew that you hold 
mo ili will against me for 
this theft, fer until [I hear 
my conscience will not let me 
rest at alli.” 

The manager said he was 
writing the woman, bidding 
her te feel at ease. He said 
the store officials, not know- 
ing of the incident, had neo 
Hl will against the woman 
and hoped that she could 
spare the dollar that was 
sent in. They did appreciate, 
however, the spirit of peni- 
tence and sacrifice this 
woman had displayed after a 
quarter of a century. 

“What kind of spirit has 
gotten te work in upper South 
Carolina im the tast few 
weeks?” the manager of the 
store asked. 


Numbers of people came to the 
evangelist privately to tell of sin 
confessed and forsaken or of some 
restitution made. As my daugh- 
ter said to me enroute home: 
“This was not merely an evan- 
gelistic campaign; it was really 
a revival.” 


A Kindly Word by Pastor 
Howard W. Wilsen, Pastor 
Dunean Baptist Church 
The chairman of the campaign 
was Dr. Flournoy Shepperson, 
who was wonderfully kind and 
faithful, as were many pastors. 
We have a letter from Rev. How- 
ard W. Wilson, Pastor of Dunean 
Baptist Church, which [I think 
readers will enjoy. Brother Wil- 
son is pastor of a strong church 
and is greatly respected in South 
Carolina. During our campaign 
he preached the convention ser- 
mon for the State Baptist Con- 
vention. Brother Wilson writes: 

“November 19, 1947 
“Dear Dr. Rice: 

“It was a genuine pleasure and 
a spiritual joy to be privileged 
to be with you in our spiritual 
feast and harvest in our city. 
The only regret is that you were 
not enabled to stay longer since 
the reaping of multitudes of souls 
had just begun in the last few 
days of the revival campaign. 

“As one of the city pastors, I 
shall ever cherish the grand and 
glorious privilege that was given 
me of the Lord to know and 
labor with you those few short 
weeks in Greenville. Your 
Spirit-filled life and messages, 
along with your humility, captured 
my poor heart and devotion as 
few evangelists have, and I am 
a dear lover of evangelists that 
preach, teach and live that blessed 
old Book of our Lord. You will 
never know till before the un- 
veiled majestic splendour of our 
dear Lord how -much good the 
Lord did through you to the 


(it? 
the | 


| Meparts FromAmericas OutstandingSoul Winners 


We have been happy to hear o. 
good revival campaigns held bj 
Evangelist Eduie Wagner, 201. 
Izard Street, Litile Rock, Arkan- 
sas. Our brotier writes: 


“I. know that you will rejoice 
with me in the way that the Lor. 
has blessed His Word, and th. 
Holy Spirit has worked in the 
last three meeiings that I have 
had. 

“The Spirit of God began to 
work from the first meeting in 
@ revival at the West Tenth 
Street Brethren Church in Ash- 
land, Ohio, where Rev. James 
Dixon is the pastor and doing a 
wonderful work for the Lord in 
that city. In the two-weeks’ 
meeting there, We had the joy oi 
seeing sixty-six souls come to a 
saving knowledge of Christ, eight 
definite rededications to the Lord, 
and twenty-four young people 
who gave their lives for full-time 
service for our Lord Jesus Christ. 
It will be a service long to be 
remembered there. 


“Following the above meeting, 


my home church here in Little 
Rock, the Baptist Tabernacle, 
which is one of the large churches 
of this city, and where Rev. L. H, 
Roseman is being used mightily 
for the Lord, and one of the few 
{and I mean few), premillennial 
preachers of this entire city. This 
was my second meeting with 
Brother Roseman, and the Lord 
gave us a good meeting. There 
were eighteen saved and a num- 
ber who transferred their letters. 
Many Christians were drawn 
closer to Christ. I know of one 
man who had been smoking for 
forty years and another who had 
been smoking for twenty-seven 
years, and they both quit their 
cigarettes during this meeting. 
The Lord worked wonders in the 
hearts of unsaved and saved alike. 


“Following this meeting, I held 
a three-weeks’ meeting in the 
Chatham Bible Church in _  5t. 
Louis, Missouri, where Rev. S. M. 
Means is the pastor and whom 
the Lord has used there for the 
last twenty-five or thirty years. 
We were only supposed to have 
a- two-weeks’ meeting, but the 
meeting began to break at the 
end of the second week and. we 
felt led of the Lord to continue 
for another week. We had 
twenty-eight saved, and numbers 
were drawn closer to our Lord. 
The number of people who were 
saved is even more wonderful 
when you consider that the 
church is a small church, and 
the attendance was kept down by 
the varying weather. One of the 
most remarkable of these conver- 
sions was a man who had been on 
a drunk for three weeks, and had 
lost his job with the city, and 
nearly busted up his home. But 
the Lord spoke to his heart, and 
he and his wife were gloriously 
saved one night. They in turn 
won both of their children to 
Christ. That one family being 
saved was worth continuing the 
meeting the third week, 


“This Sunday I begin a meeting 


Lord. May the rich, high and 
holy benedictions rest and be upon 
each of you wherever you may 
be led of the Lord, is my sincere 
prayer. 

“I am, gratefully and fraternally 


yours, 
(Signed) A. Howard Wilson, 
Pastor 
Dunean Baptist Church” 
After a few days in our homes, 
we dre now in Lewistown, Pennsyl- 
vania, for a three week's 


I held a two-weeks’ meeting in’ 


city- 


SS 


in a Baptist Church in Albany, 
Ohio, where you recommended me 
to the folks there, and I appreci- 
ate it and covet your prayers 
chat many souls will be won to 
Christ.” 

(Signed) Eddie Wagner. 


Further Reports From the Ediior’s 
Tent Campaiga in Durham, 
North Carolina, Which Closed 

September 14 


“WEST DURHAM 
PENTECOSTAL HOLiVESS 
CHURCH 
“Corner Oakland and Alabama 
Avenues 
“Rev. Kenneth A. Dantzler, Pastor 
“Durham, North Caro.u.na 

“October 2, 1947 
“Evangelist John R. Rice 
“214 West Wesley Street 
“Wheaton, Illinois 


“Dear Brother Rice: 


“Your preaching in the Durham 
revival has had its efiect on my 
personal life and also on the life 
of hundreds in our city. It was 
a real joy to me to be able to 
cooperate in such a revival. The 
Durham revival was the first of 
its kind that I have ever had 
any part in and the first in 
which I ever attended more than 
two or three services. [I'll tell you 
what it has dene for me. It sold 
me on the idea. When the matter 
was first mentioned to me, I was 
a little uneasy about the whole 
thing, but after hearing you 
preach and observing your con- 
duct and attitudes, all the uneasi- 
ness left me. Brother Rice, lI 
want you to know that I appre- 
ciate every message that I was 
privileged to hear. 


“There are two things espec- 
ially that I noticed in the wur- 
ham revival that I really like. 
One is, there was a fellowship 
among God's people that noth- 
ing else would have brouga: 
about. My people got acquainted 
with people there that they might 
never have met otherwise, and if 
there ever was a time when God's 
people need to band themselves 
together in union revivals it is 
now. The Devil’s crowd cooper- 
ate with each other. Why 
shouldn't God’s people do_ the 
same? It was a real benefit to; 
me to be with the fine ministers 
that there were in the thing and 
also with you and your helpers. 
Another thing that I noticed; 
many people will attend a re- 
vival where several churches are 
backing it that won’t go to a 
chureh revival. It was impossible 
for me to be at the last service 
but I heard about the large num- 
ber that stood up when you asked 
those who were saved in a re- 
vival to stand. That in itself is 
convincing to me that we can’t 
afford to stop having revivals. 


“I am so grateful for the good 
Christian literature that is in 
Durham as a result of your com- 
ing to us. Your books are great. 
To many, more copies of THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD will be 
coming into town each week. 


“I plan to try to see you a 
night or two when you go to 
Greenville, South Carolina. 


“Take these statements about 
my feelings and use them wher- 
ever you want to. 

“Your brother in Christ, 
“Kenneth Dantzler.” 
“1006 Monmouth Avenue 
“Durham, North Carolina 
“October 21, 10947 
“Dear Dr. Rice: 7 

“While you have been gone a 
little over a month from Durham, 
we want you to know that your 
work here has been bringing 


becoming soul winners either by 
inviting them to the services or 
hy personal work. Rew. Dittmar 
is conducting a course in soul- 
winning on Wednesday evenings. 
Much interest and many folks 
are attending. 


“Thirty-one of the decision 
cards indicated Chrisuan Mission- 
ary Alliance as their choice. 
These have been followed up by 
personal visits. Since our church 
cooperated so much with the 
meeting, we feel amply repaid 
when we see the visible results. 
Yet we «now the results we don’t 
know avout are far-reaching. 

“Just a word of encourage- 
ment for pastors and churches 
who hesitate ta give up their 
Sunday and Wednesday evening 
services for a cooperative evan- 
gelistic effort. Our church re- 
sumed Wednesday and Sunday 
night 3ervices with more people 
and more enthusiasm than ever 
before. Financially even the Lord 
has blessed us. It does pay to 
serve the Lord in every possible 
way. 

“Plans are being made to keep 
an active committee of pastors 
for a longer range plan of united 
evangelistic effort. 


“Our pastors became better 
acquainted as a result of your 
meeting. Can you imagine a 
Pentecostal Holiness pastor and a 
Methodist pastor holding a joint 
meeting im Durham soon after 


you teft? Brother Crawford 
(Branson Memorial Methodist) 
held a week’s meeting with 


Brother K. A, Dantzler leading 
the singing. Wonderful example 
of what Christ can do? 


“All details have been taken 
care of that we know anything 
about. We just had enough. 

“As a special item, five or six 
men at the church have fully sur- 
rendered their lives to Christ and 
have separated themselves. Many 


up smoking in their own strength 
but have found that Jesus can 
and does take the desire away 
from them. We have been pray- 
ing about this for years. These 
men can now be used as officers 
and workers in the church where 
we really need separated and sur- 
rendered men . Souls are being 
born into the kingdom in Durham. 
Thanks to the Holy Spirit and 
your sacrificial efforts. 


“Yours in His name, 
“Volney V. Vashaw.” 


Evangelist James Y. Lamb 
Available for Southern 


By the Editor 


—— 


Readers of THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD have frequently heard 
of the blessed revivals led, under 
God, by Evangelist James V. 
Lamb. He is a strong and sound 
preacher, a fervent and lovable 
personality. He has Southern 
Baptist background, A.B. and 
M.A. education, and is a_thor- 
oughly consecrated, Spirit-filled 
Christian. 

Brother Lamb has been troubled 
with recurring attacks of rheuma- 
tism, ang doctors advise him to 
spend two or three months of the 
winter in the sunshine of Southern 
California or Arizona, if possible. 
Hence we suggest that churches 
in these areas might have the 
opportunity of securing Brother 
Lamb for revival services. Those 
who feel impressed to contact him 
may write, 

Rev. James V. Lamb 
Box 181 
Eldon, Missouri 
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servants of His while here, along 
with the multitudes that came 
back to the Lord and the many 
that were saved. 

“The simple set-up of 


wide campaign, sponsored by the 
principal churches and pastors of 
the city, with services in the First 
Methodist Church. Afi of us covet 
| your| the prayers of readers of THE 
campaigns, with your efficient] SWORD OF THE LORD; Dr. 
co-laborers, is spiritual, Christ- | Harry D. Clarke, songleader; my 
honoring, church-respecting, and| daughter Grace Jean Rice, pian- 
pastor-recognizing im every re-| ist; Miss Viola Walden, my secre- 
spect. Thank God for you and/ tary; and myself. 

those consecrated co-iaborers that For convenience, all mail 
so unselfishly gave of their talent-] should be addressed to 214 West 
ed time to get our city to the] Wesley Street, Wheaton, Mlinois. 


wonderful results, to our church 
especially (the Christian Mission- 
ary Alliance). 

“We have several whole fami- 
lies who have been worshipping 
with us who were saved 
your meeting, as well as others 
who are fellowshipping with us 
either in Sunday School or church, 
usually both. 

“In addition to those who were 
saved or brought back into fellow- 
ship, nearly all of our group are 


Galilee Tract Society 


2054 N. Damen ‘Avs. Obloage 18, m. 


letter—a “conscience letter” 
as he termed it. The writer 
was a Woman who 
said that she worked im that 
store on Saterdays in 1922- 
23 and om one occasion took 
a 98-cent compact without 
paying fer it. Recently, the 
young woman said, she -had 
been converted and had siace 
been in dire anguish. 


“IT am onciosing «a dollar 


_ 


ean 
Asheville, North Carolina 
Dr. Robert ©. MeQuilkin, President 
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How Filipino Pastors Are 


Using 


Sword Literaiure 


By the Editor 


Here is a letter from a Filipino 
pastor: 

“Himamaylan Occ. Negros, P.I. 
“July 15, 1947 
“My Dear Brother and Rev. Rice: 

“I have read over and over your 
Trailed by a Wild Beast; Neglect, 
the Shorest Way to Hell; and Re- 
ligious But Lost. I have told you 
this in my former letter. Because 
of the precious truths I have 
learned from them, I have to tell 
them to others. ‘Be sure your sin 
will find you out.’ While I was 
reading this one night, my son-in- 
law, who was sick, was hearing it, 
and came near me and inquired, 
‘How is that—-sin will find you out 
in your face, in your body, in your 
character, in your children?’ I 
have made clear to him each and 
every one according to your ex- 
planation. They were so true and 
so convincing to him, and how he 
is entirely changed! He was drink- 
ing before; now he has quit. He 
had a hot temper; now he is lov- 
ing and meek, Thank you, Broth- 
er Rice. The fellow has four chil- 
dren and all are coming to our 
Sunday school. He is baptized and 
is doing good work. His name is 
Oniceto Torrello, Himamaylan, 
Occ. Negros, P. I. 

“Now the books are visiting one 
house to another. They are read, 
given back and read again by oth- 
ers. J only have a very few of 
them, so it will take time for the 
rest to have their turns. Those 
who cannot read English, I have 
to talk to them the text and its 
meaning and consequences. Neg- 
lect is the timely warning. ‘It is 
the main traveled road to Hell,’ I 
have to tell them. 

“Now our antagonists in the 
field are the Seventh Day Adven- 
tists. There are public debates 
in almost every town of our prov- 
ince. Here in our town they had 
their sixty days’ permit to preach. 
I have needed some references for 
this for there are many who are 
inquiring the truth. I have found 
one in your list of booklets on im- 
portant subjects. It’s title is Sun- 
day or Sabbath. I believe this one 


will do, If there is some more or 


something like history of the foun- 


dation of Seventh Day Adventists 


or its origin, it will help us a great 
deal. 

“The Roman Catholics are also 
active in telling people that, ‘Out 
from their church there is no sal- 
vation.’ Acts 24:25 says, ‘Go thy 
way for this time.’ No man ever 
fully grasped the thought without 
being shaken by it. ‘Now is the 
accepted time; now is the day of 
salvation,’ says the Lord, Nothing 
is more fatal than the habit of 
procrastination. Because of this 
and because the Spirit of God is 
still moving in our midst, I come 
to your aid to please supply us 
with religious literatures. Some- 
one has said, ‘Let’s take the in- 
stant by the forward top, for we 
are old, and on our quickest de- 
crees the inaudible and noiseless 
foot of Time steals ere we can ef- 
fect them.’ That is your subject 
on Neglect. It’s too hot a pace for 
loafers and sinners. We will run 
with a sublime patience the race 


that is set before us, if we keep 


the gait of goal-winners like Paul. 
“T have no money to buy all I 
need, but if you can afford to send 


me some, I will promise that by 


God’s help I shall not fail your 
pay. God tells you in I Corin- 
thians 15:58. Thank you, my 
brother, and may God richly bless 
you, is the ever fervent prayer 
of your co-worker in the vineyard 
of the Master. 
“H. VILLAVECER.” 


The Great Need for Money to 

Spread THE SWORD OF 

THE LORD — 

American soldiers spread Sword 
of the Lord literature all over the 
world during and following the 
We have had letters from 
people saved through books and 
pamphlets written by this editor 
and published by Sword of the 
Lord Publishers: from Germany, 
Austria, England, North Africa, 
Philippine Islands and the Aleu- 
tian Islands, to name a few that 
come to memory. 

A letter came recently from 
Missionary Timothy Pietch in Ja- 
pan telling how some were saved 
through my film-sermon, “The 
Dying Thief,” produced by Mr. C. 
Q,. Baptista of the Scriptures Vis- 


ualized Institute. The 
“What Must I Doe to Be Saved?” 
has been translated into the 
Czecho-Slovakian and Hungarian 
languages and published in those 
languages with the cooperation of 
American soldiers and native 
Christians, We have just received 
a copy of the sermon, “Jesus May 
Come Today,” taken from _ the 
book, Twelve Tremendous Themes 
and published very, very neatly in 
German. “What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” has been transjated into 
Japanese and plates made. The 
introduction is now being trans- 
lated and our translation carefully 
checked in Japan before publica- 
tion. 

One of the mpest fields of Chris- 
tian literature is in the Philip- 
pine Islands. There many natives 
speak English; there they are 
very favorable toward the Ameri- 
cans, and there is a tremendous 
poverty. But the Japanese  de- 
stroyed practically everything, 
and the people are in the direst 
need. I suppose we have heard 
from fifty pastors in the Philip- 
pine Islands and they tell us that 
all their books were destroyed and 
often it is nearly impossible to get 
enough clothes for their families. 
But strangely enough, their letters 
beg not for food nor for money, 
but usually for Christian litera- 
ture! And they report how one 
fifteen-cent pamphlet may be 
passed from one person to anoth- 
er until twenty have read the same 
pamphiet and until a number 
have been saved through its mes- 
sage. 

Wherever possible we are send- 
ing free gifts of literature to pas- 
tors in the Philippine Islands and 
to American missionaries there. 

Last February we received a re- 
quest for literature from the chief 
chaplains’ headquarters of the 
American armed forces in all Eu- 
rope. The request involved a large 
shipment of about $2,000 worth of 
literature. As a matter of faith, 
we sent it in Jesus’ name, with- 
out price. Now a chaplain-major, 
supply officer for, this chapfains’ 
headquarters for all American 
armed forces in Europe, writes 
that the supply is nearly exhaust- 
ed. and they request fifty each of 
clothbound books and a thousand 
copies each of certain pamphlets. 
This amount makes about $2,000 
worth of literature. We called the 
workers together in Wheaton, and 
after prayer and counsel decided 
to trust God for this great ex- 
pense, and the books are being 
sent. 

Readers can see that such giy- 
ing of Christian literature is a 
heavy drain on Sword of the Lord 
Publishers. Do you want to have 
a part in this work? Some per- 
haps ought to make large gifts, 
Many of you could send small 
gifts to Sword Free Literature 
Fund. Far more important than 
sending bread and clothes is send- 
ing the literature that God is us- 
ing to save many souls. In Jesus’ 
name, do what you can. 

Remember that Sword of the 
Lord Publishers is a nonprofit cor- 
poration for the spread of the gos- 
pel, chartered under the laws of 
the state of Illinois. Every penny 
given will be most carefully used 
as designated, in getting out the 
gospel. We in Sword of the Lord 
office give sacrificially. Receipts 
will be sent for gifts, and gifts 
are deductible for income tax pur- 
poses. 

Address all gifts or inquiries to 
Sword of the Lord Publishers, 214 
West Wesley Street, Wheaton, Illi- 
nois. 


Special Subscription Offer 
Closes January 15 


Until Then, Special Offer Applies 
1 Subscription, 8 Months for $1; 
5 Subscriptions, 8 Months for 
$4; 20 Subscriptions, 8 
Months for $15 
. Most of the readers of THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD will get 
this issue soon enough that you 
may still send THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD as Christmas gifts. 
If you rush your gift subscriptions 
at once, we will send a card at 
once, .announcing that THE 
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booklet, | 


December 3, 1947 
Dear Mrs. W— -: 

Thank you for your letter with 
its question about tithing. I will 
try to answer you if I can. 


1. Your Letter Wrongly Assumes 

That Tithing Is a Hardship 

People sometimes say they can- 
not afford to tithe. They are mis- 
taken. Both from the Bible and 
experience it is easy to prove that 
people who tithe prosper more 
than those who do not tithe, have 
their needs supplied better than 
those who do not tithe. Note the 
following Scriptures: . 

“Bring ye all the tithes into the 
storehouse, that there may be 
meat in mine house, and prove me 
now herewith, saith the Lord of 
hosts, if I will not open you the 
windows of heaven, and pour you 
out a blessing, that there shall not 
be room enough to receive it.”— 
Mal. 3:10. 


“The liberal soul shall be made 
fat- and he that watereth shall 
be watered also himself.’’——Prov. 
11:25. 

“Give, and it shall be given unto 
you; good measure, pressed down, 
and shaken together, and running 
over, shall men give into your bo- 
som. For with the same measure 
that ye mete withal it shall be 
measured to you again.”—Luke 
6:38. 

“But this I say, He which sow- 
eth sparingly shall.reap also spar- 
ingly; and he which soweth boun- 
tifully shall reap also bountifully.” 
—TII Cor. 9:6. 

My own experience proves be- 
yond any doubt that those who 
tithe in answer to God’s command 
are thereby trusting Him and 
making it possible for God to pro- 
vide. Thousands of other Chris- 
tians have told me they had proved 
this truth. The man who starts 
tithing at $50 a week is likely to 
soon get more than $50 a week. 
And if he does not get an increase 
in salary he will find that $45 a 
week with God's blessing reaches 
farther and buys more than $50 a 
week would without God's bless- 
ing. So you should never feel 
sorry tor anybody who tithes. 
They will be blessed for it and 
prospered by it. Why should the 


SWORD OF THE LORD will come 
as your Christmas gift. We can- 
not guarantee that the first issue 
of the paper will reach them by 
Christmas, but we believe the post 
card announcing your gift can be 
gotten out before Christmas to 
those whom you wish notified that 
you are sending THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD as a Christmas gift. 

The special offer will be con- 
tinued only until January 15. 
Some people will receive gifts of 
money at Christmas and will send 
subscriptions. But after January 
15 the regular subscription price 
returns, which is $2 a year, three 
years for $5 in the United States. 
Canadian and foreign subscriptions 
after January 15 will be $2.50 a 
year, $6.50 for three years. 

But you still have time to send 
subscriptions at the special intro- 
ductory price. For one to four 
subscriptions, send $1 for each 8 
months. For five subscriptions 
up to nineteen, send 80c for each 
8 month subscription. If you 
send twenty or more subscriptions, 
the price is only 75c for each 8 
months. 

At this. special rate you may 
send subscriptions to any one per- 
son for as long as-you wish. For 
example, $1 for 8 months, $2 for 
16 months, $3 for 24 months. 

It is convenient. to remember 
that you may send five subscrip- 
tions for $4, or twenty subscrip- 
tions for $15. We suggest that 
you make your list today and mail 
it at once. 

Be sure to mark each subscrip- 
tion “new” or “renewal.” 

Give names and addresses very 
carefully and legibly and in full. ° 

If you want us to send a card 
announcing your gift, please say 
so plainly. Say, “Please send card 
announcing this subscription is 


from .” What 
you do, do reverently and in 
prayer. Only God knows how 


much good may be done through 
subscriptions to THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD. Send all subscrip- 
tiops to Sword of the Lorg Pub- 


lishers, 214 West Wesley Street, 
Wheaton, Illinois. 


Is the Tithe Fair for All Christians? 


By the Editor 


man with a large family miss this 
blessing and help when he needs 
it even more perhaps than a man 
without a family? 


2. You Wrengly Assume That a 
Big Family Is a Burden 


The happiest people I have ever 
known were in large families. 
Certainly it is necessary to econo- 
mize to take care of a big family. 
Big iamilies may have to eat more 
potatoes or macaroni and cheese, 
more bread and milk and not so 
much meat. A little stew meat or 
a soup bone or dry salt pork is 
wonderfully good in a large fam- 
ily who loves the Lord, I know 
from experience in my father’s 
large family and in my own large 
family. With six daughters, of 
course some of them wear the out- 
grown clothes of the others, and all 
of them have to work some to help 
make their way. But what of it? 
I would rather have the children 
than the money, and the children 
would rather have each other than 
to have luxuries. And there has 
always been enough by hard work 
and faith and contented mind. I 
certainly would not want anybody 
feeling sorry for me because [ 
have a nice large family, and I 
do not see how any honest man 
could think it was a hardship for 
him to treat God right and bring 
a tithe as commanded just because 
he had the extra blessing of a 
large family. If anybody ought 
to be glad to trust the Lord and 
glad to praise Him and glad to 
bring Him tithes and love gifts, it 
ought to be the Christians who 
have the blessing of a large fam- 
ily. 

In fact, people in a large family 
may need to tithe worse than oth- 
ers do. They need the Lord’s help 
more, and His help is plainly 
promised to those who tithe. Hon- 
esty with God in this matter is one 
of the best guarantees that He 
will help a father and mother take 
care of a large family. 


3. Tithing Is a Great Privilege; 
a Joy, Not a Burden 


Tithing represents our love for 
God, Should not poor people have 
the right to express their love for 
God the same as others? Should 
not a man who has been blessed 
with a large family want to obey 
God as much as anybody else? 
And, thank God, by the wonderful 
promises God has given, the poor 
man with a large family is guar- 
anteed that he can afford to tithe. 


God promises to take care of him 
in the ‘matter and to supply bis 
needs, 


Tithing is a symbol of our faith. 

If Jesus says, “But seek ye first 
| the kingdom of God, and his right- 
eousness; and all these things, 
food, drink, clothes, shall be ad- 
ded unto you,” as He does say in 
Matthew 6:33, then if I believe 
Him and risk Him, I can afford to 
tithe. Should the man with a 
| family trust God less than the 
man without a family? Should a 
man with ten children trust God 
less than the man with one child? 
Tithing is a privilege. 


| 


Once a committee from a chureh 
Was calling om the members, try- 
ing to collect money, for the 
church budget. They came te a 
poor widow's bare home, She 
washed clethes to make a meager 
living for herself and her children. 
When the committee saw her peov- 
erty, they were embarrassed te 
tell why they came, but she 
brought $5.00 from a hiding place 
and gave it to the committee—a 
good deal more than many wealth- 
er members had given. Embar- 
rassed, the leader of the commit- 
tee protested that she could not 
afford to give so much, and that 
they must not take the money. She 
thrust into his hands and began 
to weep. “You want to take away 
my blessing!” she said. “I love 
the Lord as much as the rest of 
you! It is my church and I leve 
it and I want to do my part. You 
want to take away my jey!” 
Greatly humbled, the committee 
went away with the gift. 


It is not a hardship to give te 
God and support His work. Tith- 
ing is a deep joy to every one who 
does HM im Jesus’ name. It is a 
constant privilege. It leads to 
material blessings, it leads to spir- 
itual blessings untold. How sad it 
would be to take that privilege 
from any man because he had a 
large family. 


A 


You see, God does not need our 
money. Because He loves us, He 
allows us to give it for our own 
blessing, to have a part in Bis 
wonderful work and to be» His 
partners in that work. 


I hope the above explanation 
will be a help to you. I assure 
you with long experience as a pas 
tor and an evangelist, I have nev- 
er, never known a case where peo- 
ple tithed and trusted the Lord for 
his blessing that they did not fimd 
themselves wonderfully repaid, 
even in material things. 


In the Saviour’s name, yours, 


| JOHN R. RICE 


Saved Through Sword Literature 


We know our readers will re- 
joice to read one of the many let- 
ters coming to tell of salvation 
through the literature we are get- 
ting out continually. From Aurora 
Padrones of the Philippine Islands 
comes the following letter: 

“October 1, 1947 
“Dear Brother Rice: 


“How I praise the Lord that | 


even in this letter of mine I can 
have fellowship with you. 

“I praise ang thank the Lord 
who died for my sins on the cross 
of Calvary. Through reading the 
tract that was given to me by my 
sister which is entitled, ‘Do You 
Want to Be Saved?’ (She means, 
‘What Must I Do to Be Saved?’) 
I realized my sinfulness. I thought 
for a while and talked to myself 
what to do to be saved. Then I 
forced myself to read it over and 
over and I realized my salvation. 

“I confessed I am a sinner. I 
knew I do not deserve salvation. 
But I am giad that Jesus died for 
my sins. I received Him into my 
heart, with all my heart. I turned 
away from my sins and turned to 
Christ. I trusted Him to forgive 
my sins, and took Him as my per- 
sonal Saviour. Now I will claim 
Him openly and try to live for Him 
the rest of my life, by His help. 

“TI was born again on May 9, 
1947, when my sister came home 
from Manila. Really the Lord 
hears and answers prayer. 

“When the opening of school is 
approaching, my mother would not 
send me to school for she was 
against us. My sister sent a letter 
to Mr. Wray if he would accept 
my sister to study in Doane 
Evangelistic Institute. A week 
later my sister received a qualifi- 
cation an@ she had no trouble 


about herself. When my mother 
knew that my sister would study 
in D.E.1l. they got angry, because 
they liked her to teach in public 
school. But we just prayed for 
the guidance of our Lord that we 
would go where He wanted us to 
go. Then I sent a letter to Mr. 
Wray if I would be qualified. 
Praise the Lord, I was qualified! 
| Then we prepared our things but 
when our loved ones knew that 
we would be studying-in D.E.1., 
they said they would not give our 
-provision— net even money. But 
still we went on preparing our 
things. We went out in the forest 
to fing woods for our fuel. But 
we have not even a centavo in eur 
pocket, but we trusted in the Lord. 
For He said that He would pro- 
vide us our needs. Praise the 
Lord, when we were ready to go, 
mother handed us $5 and father 
gave us rice also. Now we are 
already studying in D.E.l. And I 
praise again the Lord that our 
sister who was very indifferent 
to us before, now she realized that 
Jesus Christ is the only true Lord 
ang Saviour. We were both bap- 
tized last August 3. We are re- 
questing you to please pray for 
our loved ones who are still im 
darkness and also for us three 
sisters that we might be able to 
shine unto our loved ones, that the 
beauty of Jesus be seen in us, 

“Lastly we send our best regards 
to all of the family. Lord willing, 
we will send our picture to you 
when we get money. May our 
Lord Jesus Christ guide us in all 
our undertakings. 

“Good night everybody. How I 
long te see you all face to face. 

“Yours in Him, 
“Auring -Padrones.” 
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Watch Your Heart! ~~. 


(Continued from Page 1) 


a man has a boy who may betray 
his father, forge checks on his fa- 
ther’s name, etc. What shame has 
the husband who does not trust the 
wife of his bosom! But worst of 
all these, every man has a wicked 
traitor within his own bosom—his 
oven treacherous, wicked, desper- 
ate, deceitful heart! Brother, your 
Heart is deceitful and desperately 
wicked, and that 1s why you are 
commanded to, “Keep thy heart 
with all diligence.” 


Why Bad Language and Bad 
Habits? 

Men sometimes tell me, and they 
think it is honestly true, that, “I 
am not such a bad man. I curse 
a little and sometimes drink, but 
I never harm anybody but myself.”’ 
Such men, and women, too, think 
that really they are very good at 
heart, but that they simply have 
a few bad habits, a few besetting 
temptations. But Jesus explains 
that those evils are not on the out- 
side, but on the inside. In Matthew 
12:33, 34, Jesus said: “Either make 
the tree good, and his fruit good; 
or else make the tree corrupt, and 
his fruit corrupt: for the tree is 
known by his fruit. O generation 
of vipers, how can ye, being evil, 
speak good things? for out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaketh.” 


Out of the abundance of the 
heart! That is where your bad 
words come from and your bad 
thoughts, too. The old curser and 
blasphemer not only has a bad 
habit; he has a bad heart back 
of the bad habit. The man with 
the violent temper is to be pitied, 
ang pitied all the more because 
those hot, wicked words come from 
a hot, rebellious, wicked heart. 
“Out of the abundance of the 
heart the mouth speaketh!” The 
nice, respectable woman who 
knows that she is cross and criti- 
cal and sharp-tongued and hate- 
ful sometimes, yet believes that 
for all that she is a very fine, 
chaste, good-hearted woman, is 
sorely mistaken. All these sinful, 
wicked things are merely the evi- 
dences that she has deep within 
her a spring of wickedness. When 
pimples appear on the skin, it is 
often a sign that there is a deep- 
seated source of poison in the 
body, and that poison fills the 
blood and shows in pimples on the 
skin. But what is wrong is far 
worse than pimples. And what is 
wrong with the _ loose-tongued, 


sharp, critical, high-tempered wo- 
man is far worse than a habit. 
What is wrong is deep within her 
heart. “The heart is deceitful 
above all things and desperately 
wicked.” 


In Matthew 15:19, Jesus said, 
“For out of the heart proceed evil 
thoughts, murders, adulteries, for- 
nications, thefts, false witness, 
blasphemies,”’ 


Do evil thoughts fill your mind? 
They come from the heart. They 
show that your heart needs cleans- 
ing. So brother, a terrible thing 
is wrong with you. You had bet- 
ter watch your heart! 


Murders come from the heart. 
The prisoner on trial says that he 
was temporarily insane, or that 
he was under the influence of liq- 
uor, or that he lost his temper, or 
that he shot in self-defense. But 
the Bible says that the murder 
came from a murderous, wicked 
heart! 


Adulteries and fornications, too, 
come from the heart. Environment 
does not make one guilty of these 
sins. The chaste and virtuous 
Daniel lived a life of austere puri- 
ty in the midst of a wicked and 
licentious Babylonian court. 
Joseph, the pure in heart, resisted 
every temptation, though it cost 
him two years in jail. Such sins 
do not come from invironment or 
by accident. They come from the 
heart. And countless thousands 
commit adultery every day in their 
hearts, though outwardly it is not 
known. Jesus said, “He that look- 
eth on a woman to lust after her, 
hath committed adultery with her 
already IN HIS HEART!” And I 
John 3:15 says, “Whosoever hateth 
his brother is a murderer.” So 
all murder really is born in the 


heart. So with all other sins— 
“thefts, false witness, blasphe- 
mies.” 


We are told that “the tongue is 
a fire, a world of iniquity: so is 
the tongue among our members, 
that it defileth the whole body, and 
setteth on fire the course of na- 
ture; and it is set on fire of hell’ 
(James 3:6), and again, “But the 
tongue can no man tame; it is an 
unruly evil, full of deadly poison” 
(James 3:8). But, my brother, 
your trouble is not with the 
tongue. The tongue is harder to 
tame than lions and tigers. In 
fact, no man can tame jit. For the 
only way to fix the tongue is to 
fix the heart! And only God can 
fix the heart. If you have tongue 


The Devil's Boomerangs 


(Continued from Page 5) 


abated the storm and the ship 
went into the harbor safely. They 
eame back to the United States 
and Ed came back to Chicago and 
started a saloon on Dearborn 
street. I would go through there 
giving tickets for the Y.M.C.A. 
meetings and would talk with him, 
and he would cry like a baby. I 
would go.down and pray for him, 
and would talk with him. When 
he died and they put him dn the 
table and cut him open and took 
out his liver, it was as big as a 
candy bucket. 

Ed Williamson sat there on the 
street corner with me twenty-nine 
years ago, when I said, “I bid you 
good-by.” 

Flint Down and Out 

Frank Flint, our old catcher, 
who caught for nineteen years, 
drew $3,500 a year on an average. 
He caught before they had chest 
protectors and masks and gloves. 
He caught barehanded. Every 
bone in the ball of his hand was 
broken; you never saw a hand 
like Frank had. Every bone in his 
face was broken and his nose and 
eheek bones, and the shoulder and 
ribs, had all been broken. Frank 
was discharged from the Chicago 
elub because he would drink, and 
nobody else wanted him. 

He ~used to, hang around the 
saloon all the time. Many a time 
I have found poor old Frank 
asleep on a beer table. I turned 
my pockets wrongside out and 
dumped every cent I had on the 
table and said: “Frank, you can 
always look to me for half of what 
I have. I haven’t as much now as 
I had when I was playing ball.” 


Then I was drawing $5,000 and 
$7,000 a year, and was offered 
$1,000 a month if I would play 
ball. But I stuck to my job at 
$85 a month. 

His wife left him, and one day 
he staggered out of a saloon and 
was seized with a* paroxysm of 
coughing. His wife happened to 
meet him and the old love for him 
returned. She called a carriage 
and ‘summoned two policemen, and 
they carried Frank to her board- 
ing house. She summoned five 
physicians, the best that money 
could get. They felt his pulse, 
counted, and then told her he 
couldn’t last very long. She 
leaned over and whispered: 
“Frank, the doctors say it won’t 
be very long now.” Frank looked 
up and said: “Send for Bill.” 

I hurried over to the house, and 
as I stood beside his bed he reached 
up his left hand and put it around 
my neck and drew me down to 
him. He said: 

“Bill, there is nothing that gives 
me so much comfort as to have 
you come down on an occasion 
like this. I can see the crowd 
hissing when I strike out and they 
need a run, and I can hear them 
cheer when I catch a foul tip, or 
throw a fellow out on the base. 
But it don’t do any good, now, 
when I come to a time like this. 

Frank coughed and his life went 
out. The umpire had leaned over 
him and said: “You're out.” 

Frank Flint sat on the street 
corner with me twenty-nine years 
ago, when I said. “Boys, I am 
through.” 

Men of Omaha, did they win 
the game of life or did 1? 


trouble, then, brother, or sister, 
you have heart trouble. 

The psalmist who prayed in one 
place, “Set a watch, O Lord, be- 
fore my mouth; keep the door of 
my lips,” in another place prayed, 
“Create in me a clean heart, O 
God.” He connected the two when 
he said, “Let the words of my 
mouth, and the meditation of my 
heart, be acceptable in thy sight, 
O Lord, my strength, and my 
redeemer.” The only way that the 
words of the mouth can please God 
is for meditation of the heart to 
please God. WATCH YOUR 
HEART! 


Christian, Watch Your Heart 


The child of God, one truly born 
again and given a new heart, yet 
needs to watch his heart. To him 
the command of God is given, 
“Keep thy heart with all dili- 
gence.” And the reason for that 
ig that the man who has been born 
again, twice born, has yet the old 
natural man to contend with. The 
child of God is a new creature, but 
he carries the old creature along 
with him. For that reason, we are 
commanded to mortify the deeds 
of the flesh. Saved people are 
urged to come daily to crucify self 
and follow Christ. 

The fountain filled with blood 
wherein sinners are cleansed and 
saved and where the heart is made 
new—that fountain, thank God, 
is not out of date for the child of 
God. We can return again and 
again for cleansing, after we have 
already been saved and made into 
children of God. In I Johh 1:7, 
we read the promise, “If we walk 
in the light, as he is in the light, 
we have fellowship one with 
another, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son cleanseth us from 
all sin.” 

So Christian, watch your heart 
lest bitterness come in, lest pride, 
or the lusts of the flesh take 
charge. Watch your heart lest you 
be taken up with the things of 
this world. Watch your heart lest 
you fail to have the daily cleansing 
and preparation that God can give 
you. 

God has just what we need for 
poor, sin-troubled hearts, and let 
us take them to Him daily for new 
cleansing and: blessing. 


Maybe You Need a New 
Heart 


If you have trouble with your 


heart, then by all means get it 
fixed. Perhaps you need a new 
heart. Oftentimes the one who 


lives a wicked life and has no vic- 
tory over sin, started the effort to 
live a Christian life in the wrong 
place. The-way to start as a 
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a new tree. The way to live a 
Christian life is not to begin with 
the tongue, but to begin with the 
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heart. Dear sinner, if you have 
never been born again, that is 
what you need. Nothing else will 
ever do the work. I beg you, let 
the Lord Jesus Christ forgive 
your sins and change your heart. 
If God gives you a pure heart, a 
new heart, and makes you His 
own dear child, then day by day 
you will have a right to ask Him 
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thoughts and all the other things 
that need correcting. But first 
of all, make the tree good ang then 
you may expect the fruit to be 
good. 
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loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” Only 
God can change your heart and He 
will if you put your trust in Jesus. 
God loves you. Christ tied for you. 
He is willing to change you today 
and make you God's child and give 
you a new heart. 

“Keep thy heart with all dili- 
gence; for out of it are the issues 
of life.” 
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